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I. INTRODUCTION AND PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS 

The momentum attained by the activities developed with the inception 
of the Women's International Year and during the decade bearing the same name, 
resulted in considerable advancement of the studies carried out on women in 
Latin America. On the other hand, starting 1970, ILO's Latin American and 
Caribbean Employment Programme (PREALC) developed a pioneering line of studie~ 
on the segmentation of labour markets and the informal sector in the region . 
However, an absence of specific studies relating both types of analysis is 
evident. There are very few studies of women's informal sector in Latin 
America and none which deal with the subject from a methodological 
perspective. This paper is a compendium of the experience accumulated by 
ECLAC regarding both topics in the region. 

This paper's outlook stems from the experience gained by the 
researchers on the topic of women's work. It is, therefore, the outlook o f 
the user dissatisfied with the available statistic.al information -who has 
evidenced the difficulties to measure women's informal sector- and not the 
outlook of a statistician. 

This paper systematically gathers the latest available data on 
women's informal sector in Latin America. Moreover, from a methodological 
viewpoint, it provides some suggestions on how to treat seemingly useful 
information for both statisticians and analyists of the subject. 

The document comprises t he following parts: Chapter 1 is a summary of 
the main conclusions and recommendations; Chapter 2 outlines specificities of 
women's work which tend to transform it into non-work and, therefore, in 
hard-to-measure work, highlighting the greater invisibility of women's 
informal work. This section poses the importance which an adequate 
measurement of this sector has from the perspective of the design of social 
and economic policies. 

The third chapter analyses the invisibility of women' s informal 
sector describing the principal forms in which the informal sector has been 
defined, and continues to point out difficulties confronted in its 
measurement. In addition, it provides a typology of women's informal sector, 
covering the various sub-sectors of the informal sector, including both the 
visible and invisible informal sector. 

The fourth chapter explores the potentialities of population censuses 
and household surveys, stating that a more exhaustive utilization of such 
information allows for a relatively adequate characterization and analysis of 
women's visible informal sector. Special emphasis is given to the analytica~ 
usefulness provided by the design of household records in censuses as well as 
in household surveys, besides other ways of exploiting such sources of 
information which allow a better approximation to the subject. 

The last chapter includes recommendations made for the measurement of 
women's informal sector through household surveys. Concrete suggestions are 
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given to improve measurement of the participation and income of women in the 
informal sector, according to the typology described in Chapter III . The same 
chapter focuses on the experience in working with household surveys 
incorporated into ECLAC's data bank , with an indication of t he principal 
limitations of this type of information, together with a set of specific 
recommendations. 

The main conclusions to be extracted from this paper are as follows. 

1. An analytical characterization separating sub-sectors within the 
great heterogeneity of t he informal sector, especially that of women's, must 
necessarily preceed an adequate measurement of women's informal sector. 
Therefore, the paper provides a t ypology of women's informal sector based on 
the following dimensions: place of work, degree to which the activity 
resembles that of domestic chores, destination of the goods and services 
produced, legality and degree of social acceptance of the activities, degree 
of invo9lvement with t he formal sector, the degree of technical and social 
complexity, the activity and its stability over t ime . These dimensions 
basically permit distinguishing the following types of informality. (a) 
visible informal sector, (b) peddling, (c) invisible informal sector, and 
(d) domestic serv i ce. 

2. The manner in which censuses and household surveys measure the 
various sub-sectors within the informal sector may be evaluated using this 
typology. It may be concluded that both the censuses and household surveys 
permit a relatively precise form of measuring the visible women's informal 
sector, though the latter show certain advantages as opposed to censuses . 
Household surveys are most useful as sample measurements carried out at least 
once a year by trained interviewers and whose design specifically contempla tes 
the most exhaustive resea rch of the relevant employment var i ables . 

3. A substantial 
sector using household 
variables, such as the 

improvement in the measurement of women's informal 
surveys is possible by investigating some additional 
size of the economic units and the place of work. 

Surveys can additionally contribute to the measurement of women's 
informal sector with much more precision through the design of household 
records which permit the analysis of the family unit, essential to the study 
of women's work. 

4. The invisible informal sector poses greater problems for measurement, 
through household s urveys . The main problems stem from failure to ascertain 
the economic activities actually performed by women, as well as non-appraisal 
of the contribution they make to Gross Domestic Product and of the income they 
produced for the household . Even greater difficulties arise when trying to 
measure women's informal invisible sector in agricultural sectors where an 
absence of any clear distinction between domestic activities and productive 
ones makes more difficult the task of counting the economically active 
population and the product generated by women . 

. . 

d 
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Taking this into account, it is possible to make the following 
specific recommendations. 

1 . To include in household surveys a special module containing questions 
geared towards the population which declares itself inactive . It is very 
important that this module include a detailed breakdown of the various 
activities that women perform. This facilitates the identification and 
recognition of the economic activities which are most frequently considered as 
being domestic work. In surveys covering rural areas, the module should 
consider a special listing of agricultural activities. It should also include 
own-account as well as peddling activities performed by women. 

2 . The identification of the informal visible activities may 
substantially improve by incorporating to household surveys some questions 
directed to ascertaining the work performed in small family enterprises 
established within or outside the household. The two basic variables are the 
size of the establishment and the place where the job is performed. 

3. It is important to improve information collected with regard to other 
variables which are already incorporated into the majority of the household 
surveys of the region. In this respect it is also necessary to perform a 
detailed register of the parental relationships of the members of the 
household, separating the "indoor'' domestic service. It is also necessary to 
investigate all the activities performed by unpaid family members, recording 
the number of hours dedicated to each of such activities. 

4 . It is suggested that in the process of coding information activities 
be recorded with the utmost detail allowing separation of women's occupations. 

5. A number of specific recommendations are made in order to improve the 
measurement of income through household surveys, especially of income obtained 
by the self-employed. The problems detected refer to: high margins of 
understatement of profits and benefits; difficulties in ascertaining the 
normal income obtained by family enterprises; failure to record the value of 
production for own consumption, in the household and difficulties in 
estimating net earnings i.e. discounting the value of inputs. 

Another important source of problems in measuring income generated by 
women concerns the accurate evaluation of the economic contribution made by 
unpaid family workers to the home without monetary compensation. 

Finally, in some surveys, failure to separate the income derived from 
the principal and secondary occupations, makes it difficult to analyze income 
for each activity . 

In light of these problems, the following suggestions are made. 

1. Investigate the income derived from own-account activities over a 
wider period of reference. For certain activities, a time lapse of twelve 
months is adequate. 
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2. Register, separately, the value of goods produced and sold from the 
cost of the inputs used in its production. 

3. Record the quantity and the value of goods and services produced and 
consumed within the household. 

4. Separate the income derived from the principal occupation from that of 
secondary activities, especially sporadic ones . 

This paper evidences that the measurement of income is one of the areas 
which presents the greatest difficulty, especially as it concerns self-employment 
and unpaid economic activities. Undoubtedly, a more precise knowledge of women's 
activity in the informal sector will result in a better assessment of their 
contribution, the production and to income generated for the household. 

II. THE SPECIFICITY OF WOMEN'S WORK 

A. The division of labour by gender 

From a societal perspective, the work performed by women is of essential 
importance for the maintenance and survival of society. Women are socially 
assigned two types of work: one, the most important is the reproductive domestic 
work performed in the household which is essential to the socialization of future 
generations, the daily reproduction of the population and the generational 
reproduction of the labour force. The other is social work, which is carried out 
in the extra-domestic sphere, in the labour market, and which allows them to 
generate (though not always) an income and to be part of the so-called 
economically active population. This division into two spheres of work: domestic 
and social is present in every known society. However, the definit ion of tasks 
considered as being domestic or social varies from one society to another as well 
as with the social and economic development, but the primary obligation which is 
assigned women is the performance of domestic work. 

Consequently, in the region, the daily and generational production and 
reproduction of the population's life is carried out by women and i n their 
domestic units. Society, as a whole, assigns to women and to domestic units the 
responsibility for the production and reproduction of the l ife of the 
population . This responsibility does not imply in every case the direct 
execution of these tasks on the part of all women, though a majority of them 
directly executes such tasks . In general, the tasks accomplished through 
domestic work may be grouped as follows : 

(a) management and distribution of the family budget or of the 
produc tion in own-consumption economies, 

(b) buying or producing goods and services for processing and 
consump tion, and 

(c) transformi ng purchased goods for consumption and t he production of 
services directly for consumption. Upbringing and socialization of children 
should be mentioned here, in view of the magnitude of the work and t he time 
involved in performing such tasks. 
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As penetration of the market economy continues, these tasks are 
delegated to services which are bought in the market or which are rendered via 
public and private organisms . In this manner, in subsistence economies, where 
the level of technology is very low, the domestic unit combines both 
productive as well as reproductive tasks, and distinction between women's and 
men's work grows even broader.!/ even when it is men who assume the 
productive tasks, filling in - to a lesser degree - for women in the domestic 
tasks, while women perform productive and reproductive tasks . Likewise, as 
there is access to higher income, the distinction between both types of work 
becomes sharper and the quantity of goods and services bought in the market 
grows, thereby diminishing goods and services produced by domestic work. 
Furthermore, economic and social development has promoted the major trend in 
every country to socialize goods and services for consumption and to diminish 
the activity of transforming inputs for private household consumption. An 
example of these changes is pre-school education. Formerly, early 
socialization, up to six or seven years of age was performed in the 
household. Presently in the urban areas of the relatively more developed 
countries and especially for the middle and upper classes, these tasks are 
mainly performed by social institutions. In other words, there are great 
differences in the amounts of domestic work which households must perform as a 
function of the degree of development of the country, and of the social class 
in question. 

However, despite the fact that the trend on a long run is the growth 
of goods and services which are bought in the market and a consequent drop in 
the activities which are executed within t he household for consumption, in 
periods of crisis such as the present one this trend is reversed and the 
family units must cover a broader spectrum of activities. In the case of 
women this specifically means that they must increase their social and 
domestic work. In this manner, for women in the more deprived areas the trend 
will be to maximize the replacement of purchased goods for those which can be 
performed within the household and to develop various types of strategies to 
increase family income, becoming incorporated into paid activities in the 
labour market. This is particularly difficult in a context of crisis which 
forces the incorporation of women in informal activities paid in cash, but 
also in kind or services. In this manner, women will execute activities such 
as doing other people's laundry, taking care of children, cooking, etc., 
activities which when done for households of other social classes are paid 
whereas when performed for relatives within their own environment are 
considered as interchanges of services and which not even women themselves 
consider as being work, this is an important source of under statement of 
women's participation in the labour force in censuses and surveys. 

!/ See C.D. Deere . ''The agricultura division of labour by sex. Myths and 
facts and contradiction in the Northern Peruvian Sierra". Paper presented at 
the meeting . The New marginals in the development process, Houston, Texas, 
1977. 
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Nevertheless, the primary concentration of women in the area of 
reproduction converts them into secondary workers in the area of social 
production. In consequence, women constitute a very specific labour force. 
The division of labour by gender not only produces the subordination of women 
in the domestic sphere, -where their work is underestimated because it does 
not produce any exchange value- but also reinforces in the labour market. 

However, the dividing line whlch separates domestic and social 
activities is not clear-cut, since it refers to ideological appraisals which 
differ according to the country and the levels of development, and which, 
therefore, displays a series of ambiguities. 

These ambiguities which are due to lack of clarity in defining work 
and which respond to various ideological conceptions become more evident when 
the topic of the informal sector is discussed. This is so, because when one 
refers to the informal sector, in most cases, one is refering to a series of 
activities which are rooted in this diffuse separation between domestic and 
social spheres. 

B. Women in the labour force 

The concept of labour force that emerges with the changes introduced 
by the North American census of 1940, which included the unemployed for the 
first time, conforms a new way of assessing the labour force, which is defined 
as the population available for work. This definition which was elaborated 
and is suited for a capitalist society in the midst of development was 
transposed to countries which are not totally integrated to the market and 
where different modes of production are co-existant. The consideration of a 
population of workers which is different from the general population implies a 
production system in which work is differentiated from other activities that 
satisfy life itself. This differentiation is not so clear-cut in 
pre-capitalist modes of production. 

In fact, what defines the concept of the labour force, as Reicher 
Madeira states1/ is the advancement of capitalism, that is, how many 
individuals have already been incorporated to its growing trend of 
comercialization and monetization of social relations whose prototype is the 
sale of the labour force transformed into merchandise. In the meantime, 
market and money fetishism transforms individuals employed in activities which 
involve commercialization of the product and remuneration into the single 
factors responsible for social production, placing all others, in opposition, 
as dependent on these, that is to say - most women. 

On the other hand, the definition of an economically active 
population used in surveys and censuses poses a series of difficulties to 
adequately measure the woman's activity and which is related to various 
aspects. 

2/ Felicia Reicher Madeira. "El trabajo de la mujer en Fortaleza," 
Demografia y Economia, Vol. XII, No 1 (34) 1978, p. 57. 
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(a) Definition of the boundaries of what is considered the 
production of goods and services . In general, work which produces goods and 
services is culturally defined as that which corresponds to social activities, 
which are paid, continuous and full time. In this way, most of women's work 
i s not adequately recorded to the extent that is basic characteristics are 
those of discontinuity, linked to family life cycles, seasonality, especially 
in the rural area, performed part-time in the traditional sectors of the 
economy, in family enterprises or through self-employment.2/ This wasy the 

:. characteristics of women's work have a greater relationship to the informal 
sector of the economy. 

~ (b) The operalization of the definition does not contemplate 
non-unpaid domestic work carried out within the household as being work. Thi s 
entails not recording an important number of activities which serve to 
reproduce the labour force and society as a whole. An ILO study !:+_/ 
i.ndicates that for every eight (8) countries in Latin America a day's work 
within the household exceeds that of the active population performed outside 
the same. In terms of value, measurements suggest that domestic work may be 
equal to proportions which range between one third and one half of the 
families' monetary income. This figure is even greater in the case of poorer 
families. 

(c) The definition used thus far is a poor indicator of the work 
which produces goods and services for own-consumption. In general, the 
activities which are not destined for the market may be one of three types. 
(i) direct production for own-consumption, (ii) processing of products for 
own-consumption (grain grinding, preparation and preservation of food, 
processing of cheese, butter, etc.), and (iii) activities of own-consumption 
which include augmenting the fixed investment, especially in the area of 
self-construction and repair of housing. According to international 
recommendations all people involved in own-consumption activities should be 
considered active "if such production .comprises an important contribution to 
the total consumption of the family"2/. 

3/ Zulma Recchini and Catalina Wainerman. El trabajo femenino en el 
banquillo de los acusados., La medici6n censal en America Latina , 
Editorial Terra Nova, Population Council, 1981 

4/ ILO. Mujeres en sus casas. Estudio sobre el trabajo no remunerado 
en el hogar. Lima, 1984. 

5/ Farhad Mehran. The concept and boundary of economic activity for the 
measurement of the economically active population. ILO Bureau of Statistics 
Draft 2, May 1986 
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In most of the economies of the region, however, production for 
own-consumption is very high. This production for own-consumption is not only 
a rural phenomenon, as Elizabe th Jelin indicates, it acquires important 
dimensions in the urban zones. (In Latin America) •.• the urban-rural 
differentials in the extensions of monetary transactions are not so extreme, 
and the variety of the subsistence activities which can be performed in the 
cities is even more considerable. Undoubtedly, the performing of numerous 
tasks such as productive domestic activities is a mechanism of adaptation of 
the low-income families in urban areas to the low daily minimum wage received 
by the family members with remunerated jobs. Given a level of income, 
cleaning the house, keeping the children , and preparing the food, are not the 
only domestic tasks that urban women perform. They may also devote themselves 
to mending clothes, tending animals and cultivating vegetables, gathering 
firewood and fetching water, etc. This scope of activities of the urban 
housewife, is possibly narrower than that of the farm housewi fe. But if the 
va lue of these activities are measured in comparison to the monetary value of 
these same services acquired in the market, the importance of the domestic 
production in urban areas becomes unmistakeable..~/. 

In Latin American economies where the productive contribution of 
women is very large, because they represent economies where the market has not 
yet had a strong impact, neither the destination of the product 
( consumpt ion/sale) nor the separation between productive and domestic work is 
absolutely clear cut. 

This fact prevents censuses and surveys from adequately measuring 
women's economic contribution, since production for own-consumption performed 
by women is not distinguishable, by women themselves nor by interviewers, from 
domestic activities which have been defined as non-economic. 

The preceding discussion of concepts 
forces and the economically active population 
information gathered by censuses and surveys. 
aspects of operationalizing these definitions 
information . 

and of the definition of labour 
refers to the validity of 

Now, emphasis will be placed on 
and the processing of 

(d) The census information is processed according to individual 
variables and not household variables . This means that basic dimensions which 
affect the participation of women's labour such as the life cycle are not 
considered. The stage of the life cycle in which the family finds itself 
determines, for women, the maximum and minimum amount of work to be carried 
out, and from the point of view of the labour force concept, the greater or 
lesser extent of "availability" for the labour market. In summary, it may be 

6/ Elizabeth Jelin. Migration and Labour Force Participation 
of Latin American Women. The domestic servants in the cities . 
CEDES, Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad, Buenos Aires, 
December 1976. 
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pointed out that in the region women's "availability" for participating in the 
formal labour market is typically highest when they are under 35 years old, 
single or separated, divorced or widowed, or highly educated (more than 10 
years of study), to which could be added when they have no children. All of 
these variables of an individual nature could be related to the family life 
cycle, which is defined in terms of turning points in the development of the 
family unit. These turning points may be grouped into three rough periods; 
(i) formation of couples and birth of first children , (ii) stage of couples 
with school-aged children, and (iii) finally the stage of couples living 
alone in which the children have married, have established other family units 
or have become financially independent by entering the labour market. These 
three stages (which can, in turn, be sub-divided into others) are not 
necessarily fulfilled in each family unit, as some families divorce (heads of 
household are women) or do not have children or the children do not become 
independent even after becoming of age. This diversity of situations allows 
us to determine that in each stage of the household life cycle the amount of 
domestic and social work required will be different and will determine, to a 
large degree, the possibility of women becoming incorporated to the formal 
labour market. The consideration of the life cycle in which the family finds 
itself is very important in the search for meaningful relationships accounting 
for the participation of women in the labour market. 

(e) On the other hand, censuses and surveys of the region consider 
that 10-15 years is the age limit to be considered economically active. This 
means that important groups of children and young people who work in 
subsistence economies in both rural and urban areas remain uncounted. 

Likewise, the period of reference in which the activity is 
investigated in censuses and surveys - which generally corresponds to the week 
prior to the interview- fails to include many activities performed by women, 
activities which are of a seasonal or sporadic nature. 

Finally, the minimum time of work required for a person to be 
considered active and which in the region varies from country to country 
leaves -in those countries where the limit is high, 15 hours or more- many 
unpaid family members, out of the measurement, especially women and children. 
This omission was evident by the methodological survey conducted by the 
International Labour Office in Costa Rica in 1983. This survey included in 
the questionnaire a special module designed to investigate "marginal 
activities" performed by women. The data showed that these women work an 
average of less than 15 hours a week. The number of women in this condition 
was four times the number of those who declared themselves as being 
own-account workers and who had been detected in the main part of the 
questionnaire.Z/. This means that an important group of women is left out of 
the economically active population and their economic contribution to the 
household or to the social product is unrecorded, also deforming measurement 
of the magnitud of the under-employed population. 

7/ ILO/DGEC. Encuesta metodol6gica sobre el empleo, desempleo 
y subempleo en Costa Rica, 1983. 
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Analysis of the activities declared by these women in the Costa Rican 
survey showed that most of them could be classified within the informal 
sector, which points to the fact that in household surveys and censuses 
undercounting of women in informal activities is very high. 

This confirms PREALC'S.~/ view and that of other research 
institutions which coincide in pointing out that the characteristics of labour 
employed in the informal sector corresponds to the opposite found for the 
formal sector, in such a way that the majority of the workers of the informal 
sector are women (inclusive when the measurement excludes domestic employees), 
the very young or old of both sexes, heads of households (especially women), 
the less-educated and the migrants. In summary, what the studies show 
regarding the composition of the informal sector is that this sector is a 
clear complement of the formal one in the sense that the former overcome the 
difficulties of incorporating labour into the latter. 

Assigning women the work of reproduction, as a whole, and as a 
primary task to fulfill, strongly limits their participation in the labour 
market, especially women from poorer sectors. For these women it is difficult 
to handle occupations requiring them to keep a set schedule, to leave the 
household and not to be related to the domestic work as a principal task. For 
this reason women have a more important role in the informal labour market. A 
study conducted by PREALC for 8 countries of the region based on census 
samples (see annex) demonstrates that towards 1980, excluding domestic 
service from the informal sector, the proportion of women employed in the 
urban informal sector fluctuated between 6% (Panama) and 26% (Paraguay) . 
These magnitudes can be considerably higher if we consider the participation 
of women in the invisible informal sector, in other words, that which is not 
measured in censuses and surveys!!../. This sub-registry is due both to the 
form in which the labour force has been defined and to problems involved in 
the measurement of the economically active population. 

In comparing the two main sources of information so as to categorise 
the labour force, censuses and household surveys, one has to conclude that 
although the census allows for universality and simultaneity of the 
information which is much greater than that provided by household surveys, the 
latter lend greater depth and precision to the measurement. 

§_/ PREALC . Sector Informal: funcionamiento y polfticas, Santiago, 1978. 
Dagmar Raczynsky .• Characterfsticas del empleo informal urbano en Chile 
Estudios CIEPLAN, April 23, 1978. 

9/ In the following sections this is analysed further 
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As concerns the study of the informal sector, household surveys are 
more useful instruments than censuses. This greater usefulness of household 
surveys responds to the fact they scrutinize more carefully the 
characteris tics of the activity and of employment and unemployment, 
interviewers are trained, the study of the secondary activities (which the 
census does not incorporate) is included, they create broader possibilities to 
use the household as a unit of analysis and, finally, that in most countries 
they are conducted at least once a year, permits better follow-up of the 
condition of activity of the population over various periods. However, the 
specificities of women's work, detailed in this section, show that household 
surveys also have strong limitations for an adequate registry of the female 
population employed in the informal sector. This is a result of the 
invisibility of women's work and, especia lly, of those inserted in the 
informal sector of the economy. 

C. Women in the informal sector of the economy 
Their importance in the design of policies. 

One of the central aspects which an adequate characterization and 
measurement of the informal sector offers both from the viewpoint of people 
involved in the sector as well as that of the product or income generated, is 
associated with the need of designing social and economic policies which may 
effectively reach the target groups. 

The "welfarism" approach to planning in which important sectors of 
the population appear only as recipients of goods and services granted by the 
government,10/ fails to consider -to the extent in which it follows the 
labour force approach- that large sectors of the population, -usually 
considered as inactive,- contribute an important magnitude of household goods 
and services and also of the social product. 

For this reason, measurement of women's informal sector will make it 
possible from the perspective of social and economic planning, to overcome a 
series of deficiencies which have not allowed women to benefit from these 
policies. 

10/ See, United Nations, UNICEF. Aspectos metodol6gicos de las 
politicas de desarrollo social, ILPES-UNICEF studies on Social 
Policies, Santiago, Chile, 1984 . 
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Among the aspects which are usual ly not incorporated into the 
diagnosis for the design of policies are the following. 

(a) Recognition of women's economic contribution through productive 
work and household work. 

(b) A more through knowledge of the existing division of labour 
within the household, determining economic as well as extra economic 
contributions of each member. Policies designed for household heads do not 
necessarily mean an improvement for all the members of the household. 

(c) Recognition of the fact that urban informal sectors tend to 
concentrate spacially in "pockets of informality". This information would 
allow concentrating efforts on planning and social services in such specific 
areas. 

Moreover, an adequate knowledge of women's visible informal sector 
would permit specific policies geared towards: 

(a) generating technical assistance and financing for women employed 
in the informal sector. When credit is granted, the general trend is to 
assign these to the owner of the land, in the case of small agricultural 
producers, and to the owner of the family enterprise where other members of 
the household work. To the extent that recognition is given to the fact that 
groups of women who work in the informal sector, are also household heads, it 
would be possible to design policies which would allow them access t o credit 
lines to improve equipment or purchase raw materials. 

(b) Train Women employed in this sector to augment their 
productivity and efficiency, which would mean increasing their income. 

(c) Implement policies related to commercialization, purchase of 
production inputs, sub-contracting, etc. These policies would be of special 
importance for women who work in activities such as food processing and sales, 
especially those without a fixed working location. 

(d) Develop policies and programmes related t o t echnological 
improvement, oriented towards improving ways of organizing production, 
production techniques and providing technical assistance. This type of 
policies is very important for the group of artisan women. 

(e) Implement policies related to legal aspects refe rring to salary 
standards, social security and working standards. I n this l ine emphasis is 
placed on the entire putting out system and "maquila", 

Another special group worth mentioning here for which specif ic 
policies need to be designed is that of domestic service. The extent of 
exploitation of these workers stems from the type of labour relationship 

.1 
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specially in the case of workers living in the household.l!/. This is 
because, despite the relatively high degree of formalization within the sector 
-since it is governed in most cases by a working contract, a minimum salary 
and social security- the salaries which they accept are the lowest in the 
registered labour sector.!.~/. 

Taking into account its magnitude, improving a measurement of the 
invisible informal sector can make the largest contribution to the design of 
adequate policies considering the possibility of acting on some aspects which 
would permit women to work less strenuously and more efficiently in their 
productive chores. 

(a) Implementing policies to alleviate domestic chores would allow 
women more time to carry out their paid activities in the informal sector. 
Making daycare centers and schools available is essential to this purpose. 

(b) Designing occupational policies geared towards women who appear 
as being inactive (housewives) but who are employed in the informal sector. 
Traditional employment and salary policies do not reach them to the extent 
that they derive their income as a own account workers. Knowledge and 
measurement of the invisible informal sector is of utmost importance in the 
design of income and employment-generating policies. 

On the other hand, the design of policies geared towards households 
is difficult to implement. This poses the need to plan from the viewpoint of 
the social actors themselves. In this sense, a very important aspect to bear 
in mind is the need to increase their potential as a group, by increasing 
their knowledge, as well as their organization. These policies are difficult 
to implement given the highly competitive nature of these occupations. 
However, it is possible to identify areas in which an adequate organization 
could enable these households to negotiate with government agencies to obtain 
credits, inputs, training, etc. which none of them can achieve on an 
individual basis. 

11/ Corresponds to the case of domestic employees residing in the 
same household they work in . 

12/ See Thelma Galvez and Rosalba Todaro. La especificidad del 
trabajo domestico asalariado y la organizaci6n de las trabajadoras 
(Chile) in ECLAC, La Mujer en el sector popular urbano. LC/G.1326, 
Santiago, October 1984. 
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III. INVISIBILITY OF THE WORK PERFORMED BY WOMEN 
IN THE INFORMAL SECTOR 

A. Concepts and definitions of the informal sector 

The magnitude of the informal sector and that of the different 
segments of the labour market in general, depend on the definitions adopted 
and the measurement possibilities provided by censuses and surveys. There are 
three main perspectives or approaches which it is convenient to distinguish to 
the extent that they pose different measurement problems..!.~/. The first of 
these emphasizes the heterogeneity of the economic system starting with the 
productive units, the type of activities which they perform and their growth 
potential. From this point of view, characterization of the informal sector 
focusses on the differences existing between the enterprises or economic units 
of this sector as compared to those of the formal sector. Dimensions 
highlighted in this perspective are the size, organisation, type of technology 
and human resources predominant in both sectors. According to this approach, 
the main characteristics of the productive units within the informal sector 
are: being small (the limit normally stated does not exceed four persons), 
intensive utilization of the labour force and a small amount of capital, use 
of simple technologies, ease of access to such units by workers and of the 
former to the market; predominance of the family-owned property system; use of 
unqualified labour force, lack of organisation and of formal contractual work, 
and frequent use of payments in kind. 

In general, this conceptualization of the informal sector from the 
viewpoint of the productive units cannot be done with information about the 
characteristics of the households; in fact, it could only be done on the basis 
of economic censuses and surveys. Despite this fact, some variables 
researched in household surveys have allowed to identify part of the labour 
force of this sector. For instance, regarding the size of the economic units, 
data can be used on the number of workers employed in the establishments where 
they declare to work. Depending on how this variable is studied, it may be 
considered that employees working in economic units with less than five 
workers belong to the informal sector. 

Another example is the use of data collected in some household 
surveys regarding social security. Among the paid workers, lack of 
contributions to the social security system may be used as an indicator of the 
informality of contractual relationships. 

The second perspective takes into account the characteristics of the 
labour markets and focusses attention on " ••. the employment issue , absorr~ion 
of labour force distribution of occupational opportunities and education, 
together with the factors determining the supply demand of labour" 14/. In 
this latter case, segmentation of the labour market can be analysed~y means 

13/ Patricio Villagran, Sector informal urbane, Editorial 
Universitaria, Santiago de Chile, 1985. 

14/ Villagran,~· cit., p. 53 
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of the individual characteristics which define the incorporation of the active 
population into the production : status in employment sector of activity and 
occupation. The criterion used to separate the formal sector from the 
informal one is the existence or not of salaried workers. The formal or 
modern sector is integrated by those employed in productive units in which the 
salary relationship of work is predominant. Res idually , the informal sector 
is that in which individuals are not subject to this relationship. In a 
formal sense, this distinction is established for all the members of the 
labour force, regardless of the size of the productive unit and the sector of 
activity. 

In this second approach the key variables to define the informal 
sector are the conditions of activity which allows identification of the 
active population employed and the status in employment or occupational 
category which establishes the type of work relationship: paid or unpaid. 

The third perspective attempts to establish the differences in the 
levels of the population's income and welfare. The informal sector in this 
case is conformed by those individuals or families whose income is lower than 
a certain predetermined level "considered indispensable with regards to social 
welfare!~/. In this approach, the unit of analysis we are concerned with, 
it is the household or the family and not the individuals considered 
separately. The emphasis is placed on survival strategies adopted by 
lower-income households as to the distribution of the family labour force and, 
in general, as to the distribution of the different roles among household 
members. Studies on poverty which have quantified its magnitude and 
characteristics can be considered as being typical within this perspective. 
While their purpose is not to identify the informal sector, most of these 
studies have shown that the majority of the people living in poor households 
work in this sector. 

B. Assessment of women's informal sector 

All the available evidence stemming from household surveys as to the 
magnitude of women's participation rates indicate. i) that the definition 
of the informal sector currently used -the perspective of the labour markets 
which basically takes into account the occupational category and the condition 
of activity- underestimates the size of this sector, ii) that this sector 
is an heterogeneous one as to qualification and income levels. It is then 
appropriate to pose the question of which type of activities of the informal 
sector which can be better identified with household surveys. In other wc -·ds, 
which are the most "visible" own-account and unpaid occupations in surveys, 

15/ Villagran,.££.· cit., p . 55 
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which sectors of the economic activity concentrate women registered as being 
in the informal sector and, finally, what are the main problems of the 
measurement procedures which are based on household surveys.!~/. 

It can be said that the economic activities of the informal sector 
registered in surveys correspond basically to the small production units and 
established commerce which could be called the "invisible informal sector". 
Why are these activities visible in the statistical sense? In other words, 
why are these activities the ones better registered by the household surveys 
conducted in most Latin American countries?. 

Obviously the answer to this question cannot be found in the surveys 
themselves, but some hypotheses can be made using some indirect, empirical 
support provided by such surveys . The first consideration is that the 
informal sector detected is determined by the manner in which the condition of 
the activity is investigated. This is the key variable which defines who 
belongs to the active population and, within it, who are the employed 
persons. From this classification one goes on to define the informal sector 
with the data obtained on the category of employment, occupation and other 
variables such as sector of activity, size of the establishment, income, 
education, etc., according to the operational criterion adopted to define 
it . The hypothesis is that the method used to assess the condition of the 
activity in household surveys, -based on the labour force framework,­
underenumerates, in a higher proportion, women which carry out activities 
typical of the informal sector as compared with those working in the formal 
sector of the economy. 

As stated in the preceeding section, a limitation in assessing the 
condition of the activity of women is the short reference period used to 
investigate it, generally a week. If one of the characteristics of informal 
occupations is instability, with frequent turnovers, surveys will tend to 
register the most stable activities of the informal sector small established 
commerce, and work done in small enterprises and artisan workshops, whose 
production and demand are not subject to seasonal fluctuations. 

There are other difficulties associated with the manner in which the 
condition of activity is researched, accounting for the understatement of 
women's work, and which have a bearing on the measurement of the informal 
sector. In the first place, the wording of questions or items used in 
questionnaires to classify the population as being active or inactive . The 
cultural pattern which allows identifying work with paid activities performed 
outside the household, in institutions or firms, is evident in the answers 
given by women with the ensuing underenumeration of the female active 

16/ We refer to household surveys which make up part of the 
continuous programmes and not to other special surveys which have 
researched this subject in depth with other methodologies and 
ad- hoc questionnaires. 

: 
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population. To the extent that women performing economic activities within 
the household, -activities which are often difficult to separate from domestic 
work- declare that their main activity in the week of reference is "domestic 
chores" will be classified as inactive and, consequently, excluded from the 
sector. The same is true for women and for young and aged persons who declare 
themselves as being students, retired or in other inactive categories. 

There is, therefore, a "hazy area compri.sing economic ac ti vi ties 
which should lead to the classification of women who carry out such activities 
in the informal sector. These are unpaid jobs carried out by own-account 
workers or family members who collaborate in small family enterprises. 

Other difficulties in measuring the informal sector deal with the 
nature of the activities. Regardless of how the condition of the activity is 
studied, jobs which are legally banned or those which have no social 
acceptance are generally not declared in censuses and household surveys and 
the persons who perform them appear as inactive or as performing some other 
activity. Such is the case of work performed on the streets by unlicensed 
peddlers, trash scavengers, prostitutes and other activities which are 
considered illegal. According to the system of National Accounts (SNA), all 
these are economic activities which, if registered, would also make up part of 
the informal sector. 

Other activities of the informal sector are not recorded for similar 
reasons, such as those carried out in small enterprises and workshops 
established within the households. Usually these are not declared because 
they pay no municipal taxes or because they do not meet legal requirements. 
This is another example of the economic activities of small scale production 
and trade termed as "invisible". 

Finally, international occupational classifications (COTA, ISCO) pose 
limitations when attempting to use them to describe a great number of 
activities carried out in the informal sector, and which are not contemplated 
in such classifications. For instance, Greater Santiago (Chile) has 
experienced the appearance of the so-called "frequency controllers" (commonly 
referred to as "mutes") -generally constituted by young men- who inform bus 
drivers as to the distance and the approximate time span between the vehicle 
in question and the preceeding one on the same route. This information, used 
to make decisions as to increasing or slowing down transportation speed in 
order to get a larger number of passengers, is given in exchange for a fixed 
tariff. It is a paid service and those who provide it are informal workers. 
Classifications in use do not contemplate this activity and if it were 
declared, in a survey it would be very difficult to classify it in one of ISCO 
categories and would possibly be considered an unidentified occupation or "no . 
included within another group". In this respect the inclusion of this 
residual group within the informal sector does not seem inappropriate. 
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C. Typology of women's informal sector 
visibility and invisibility 

If the conceptual framework of the United Nations system of National 
Accounts (SNA) which gives a definition of economic and non-economic 
activities is adopted, various criteria can be established to determine which 
of these activities constitute part of the informal sector. In preceding 
chapters emphasis has been placed on the definition of the informal sector 
based on the category of employment, and on the limitation of this definition. 

It is, therefore, necessary to make a prior typology of the informal 
sector, indicating the activities and individuals included in each category, 
to detect the main difficulties of measurement in each case, in view of the 
fact that they do not all pose the same problems. On this basis it is 
possible to indicate how attempts can be made to overcome them. 

The typology suggested in this paper assumes that the economic 
activities of the informal sector can be characterized according to various 
dimensions. The characteristics of each sub-sector (or type) are more or less 
distant from the polar or extreme situations within each dimension, while they 
combine themselves in a specific manner in each individual activity. We are, 
therefore, dealing with an analytical distinction to ascertain the different 
forms in which the activities of the informal sector take place in reality. 
Dimensions considered are the following: 

(a) Physical place or location of work 

The distance between the dwelling or household and the place 
where the activity is normally performed. To one extreme are the activities 
carried out inside the household (example, the work of own-account tailors, 
done at home and, opposing these, small enterprises and services located 
outside the dwelling or household (example, a fruit stand at the market). 
This dimension is particularly important for the analysis of women's work in 
general and the participation of women in the informal sector. 

(b) Extent to which the activity resembles domestic chores 

Polar situations are the activities which are indistinguishable from 
domestic chores (taking care of children, food preparation, washing and 
ironing, etc.) and (at the other extreme) those which are typically deemed as 
being "work", in other words, the production and sale of goods and services 
for the market, or paid work done outside the household. This dimension 
stresses the degree of statistical invisibility of work which women do in 
their own household or outside these and which, according to SNA, should be 
considered economic activity when done in exchange for compensation whether in 
cash or kind. 

: 
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(c) Destination of the goods and services produced 

The extreme situations are processing of primary goods and the 
production for own consumption, on the one hand, and market production, on the 
other. The SNA considers both under the concept of economic activity, whether 
or not an exchange of goods or services takes place in the market. This 
dimension is important since the production of goods in the household, when 
carried out by women, tends not to be recorded in surveys or censuses, even in 
the most obvious cases where part of the production is sold in the market 
(example: fabric for children's wear, part of which is sold). 

(d) Legality and degree of social acceptance of activities 

This dimension not only places emphasis on whether activities are 
illicit or not, a distinction made by SNA, and for whose treatment specific 
recommendations are made butalso on the difficulty confronted by household 
surveys to record certain activities which, because they are illegal or deemed 
indignant or degrading, are normally not declared. 

(e) Strength of links with formal sector activities 

This dimension refers to the extent to which activities 
constitute part of the production circuit of economic units pertaining to the 
formal sector of the economy. In the extreme of maximum linkage, are 
activities such as "maquila" and, in general, the prevailing practise in some 
enterprises which carry out their production process outside factories and 
which is performed in households on the basis of the putting out system. At 
the other extreme are those activities which have no economic links with the 
formal sector arid for which estimation of their contribution to the gross 
domestic product poses problems. Examples: care of minors by women who do 
not reside in the same household, or the processing of primary goods for 
own-consumption in the household. 

(f) The degree of technical and social complexity of the activity 

This dimension includes the degree of complexity of the chores 
performed and the extent to which these presuppose the participation of 
individuals in structured activities in which there is a technical and social 
division of labour. To one extreme there is, for example, trading done on the 
streets by self-employed peddlers, those who manage their own resources and 
labour force without being subject to strict labour norms and standards such 
as working schedule, quality control etc. At the other extreme is work done 
in small workshops and micro-enterprises where activities are carried out 
within the framework of organized labour relationships. 

(g) Stability of activities overtime 

This final dimension considers whether the activity performed is 
subject to variations over time as a result of market conditions or the very 
nature of the activity itself. Its purpose is to distinguish those types of 
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activities whose instability overtime makes it more probable for a person to 
be classified as economically inactive as a result of short reference periods, 
the month of the year the survey is taken, or the manner in which questions 
are asked. 

For instance, the sale of products in fairs or markets only on 
weekends . If during five of the seven days of the week the person performed 
"domestic chores", it is highly probable that this person will declare hims~lf 
or herself as economically inactive, in keeping with the criterion of 
principal activity performed. If the questionnaire does not contemplate all 
the activities performed during the reference week, the work done on the 
remaining two days will not be considered, nor will the contribution this 
person makes to the national product and to household income. 

On the basis of these dimensions the following typology of women's 
informal sector can be elaborated. 

A. 

B. 

Visible informal sector 

A.l Private employers and employees in small industrial enterprises, 
commercial establishments and repair workshops. 

A.2 Own-account workers and all family members involved in 
industrial, commercial and service activities for the market, working 
outside the home at fixed premises. 

A.3 Own-account workers and unpaid family workers producing and 
selling goods for the market and working at home . 

A.4 Economic activities carried out on behalf of firms in the formal 
sector and performed at home without salaried workers being hired 
formally. This subsector includes "maquila", and putting out jobs 
carried out by household members, working as own-account workers or 
unpaid family helpers. 

Own-account street workers without fixed premises 

This subsector includes peddlers and both legal and illegal economic 
activities. 

B.l Street vendors of food and other manufactured goods purchased for 
resale or sold on behalf of firms. 
B.2 Personal services offered by own-account workers. This includes 
shoe-shine boys, unlicensed parking attendants and night watchmen 
hired by private individuals. 

B.3 Activities involving the salvaging of goods for resale: 
collection of newspapers, bottles and other similar "door to door" 
activities, and searching for items on the streets in order to sell 
them. 

; 

: 
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B.4 Prostitution, mendicity and illegal acquisition of goods by 
theft or robbery for subsequent sale. 

Invisible informal sector 

This subsector includes economic activities which are normally performed by 
women and which do not appear in the statistics produced by surveys and 
censuses for three main reasons: 

D. 
includes: 

C.l Firstly, failure to declare economic activities which resemble 
domestic tasks, due to the cultural tendency of interviewers and 
respondents to associate work with full-time paid activities outside 
the home. 

C.2 Secondly, failure to record economic activities as a result of 
incorrect application of the precedence rule according to which 
activity status has priority over inactive status. This rule 
establishes that whatever the duration of the work carried out during 
the reference period, the individual must be counted as part of the 
labour force. If the survey does not investigate other activities 
performed by individuals declaring themselves to be inactive they 
will not be recorded. 

C.3 Thirdly, failure to record economic activities performed outside 
the reference period. 

The fourth, and final subsector is that of Domestic Service which 

D. l Resident domestic employees, i.e., those performing domestic 
tasks and usually living in the household they serve, in exchange for 
a wage, and 

D.2 Non-resident domestic employees, i.e., t hose women who provide 
paid services on own account basis in one or more households not 
living in them. 

IV. POTENTIALITIES OF CENSUSES AND SURVEYS 

A. Population Censuses 

The preceding sections mention the4 main constraints posed by 
population censuses and household surveys to measure participation of women in 
the economic activity and the even greater difficulties which poses measuring 
their participation, income and contribution to production in the informal 
sector. With these limitations in mind, this chapter points out the 
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potentialities of these two basic sources of information to study the 
participation of women in the informal sector. Various recommendations are 
also made in order to improve measurement and analysis of the informal sector 
with data on household surveys and censuses which allow better identification 
of target groups for the design and implementation of economic and social 
policies geared towards improving conditions of life and work in the sector. 

(a) Measurement of the informal sector with census-based data 

Latin American population censuses -especially those taken in the 
?O's and 80's- have served as a basic source of information to a great many 
studies on different demographic and economic phenomena. With varying 
analytical and methodological approaches as well as with different objectives, 
research has been conducted on fertility, mortality, migrations, participation 
in the economic activity, social structure, educational levels of populations, 
quantification and description of poverty etc. The profusion of studies based 
on censuses has been closely linked to an increase in the capacity for 
processing the information of censuses or census samples in countries 
throughout the region. This greater capacity has been augmented by the 
introduction of computarized systems for the exploitation of data bases in 
statistical offices and institutes, a circumstance which has given researchers 
more access to the data collected by censuses, while expediting publication of 
preliminary data based on census samples. 

The Latin American Demographic Center (CELADE) has had a very 
important role in this field since the early ?O's with the creation of a data 
bank. This data bank has census samples and, in some cases, complete censuses 
of the majority of the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. These 
data are available to the users whether on magnetic tapes or from special 
tabulations which can be obtained on request from CELADF.~/. 

In spite of the existence of these data bases and the rapid access to 
census information at relatively low costs, it has not been extensively used 
to measure and analyse the informal sector. It was only starting in 1986 that 
ILO's Regional Employment Programme for Latin American and the Caribbean 
(PREALC) -taking advantage of the availability of census-based microdata for a 
significant number of countries in the region- requested special tabulations 
with the purpose of analysing the evolution of the different segments of the 
labour market over the 1960-1980 period and of exploring the relationships 
between the informal sector of the economy and a series of variables at the 
individual level which characterize labour market segmentation as a function 
of labour supply. It could be said that this represents the first detailed 
analysis of the informal sector with disaggregated census data in the 
perspective of an international comparison of the changes which have taken 
place over the last two decades in various Latin American countries. 

17/ A detailed description of census information available in micro data 
and on the procedures to obtain new tabulations and other services provided 
by CELADE are found in CELADE, Boletfn del Banco de Datos No. 11 LC/DEM/G.39, 
Centro Latinoamericano de Demograffa, Santiago Chile. 

: 
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Though this is not the occasion to give a detailed description of the 
main conclusions of this research, mention has been made because it 
constitutes a good example of the uses which can be made of census microdata 
and because it also serves as a reference framework for highlighting the 
usefulness of census data available in the region and show also the 
possibilities of measuring the informal sector with census-based data. 

The Chart in Annex B.l indicates how the segments of the labour 
market were delimited according to the definition of the economically active 
population (EAP) made by the censuses . The same Chart shows that access to 
microdata and the possibility of making special cross-tabulations allows 
several distinctions to be made within the EAP; this is not possible when 
working with published census data. Economic variables in the censuses of the 
6 countries considered allowed the use of a common definition for the informal 
sector. The definition is the one used by most studies when there is no 
information available on the characteristics of the economic units or on 
income levels of the population. Moreover, it was possible to classify the 
population employed in the formal and informal sectors by industry and to 
separate domestic service from the remaining activities. 

Finally, the population employed in agriculture was divided into two 
subsectors -traditional and modern- and the classification of the EAP was 
completed with the inclusion of the unemployed persons. 

Tables B.2 through B.7 in the Annex show the re l ative magnitude of 
each of the segments defined and its composition by sex. Data correspond to 
expanded sample figures from censuses of six Latin American countries taken in 
the ?O's and the 80's. 

It must be pointed out that regardless of the measurement problems of 
the condition of activity which population censuses pose -more serious in the 
cases of women, of informal activities and in the agricultural sector- such an 
information source continues to be irreplaceable for making international 
comparisons and examining long run trends. 

The PREALC study illustrates the potentialities of census data when 
there is access to microdata and three or more variables can be according to 
specific research or policy design purposes. In general, these tabulations 
are not available in the census publications provided by statistical offices. 
In the above-mentioned study, a uniform set of tabulations permitted a very 
detailed analysis of the different sectors of the labour market. Variables 
considered were: zones of residence of the population (metropolitan areas 
capital cities, urban and rural areas): ~ (various age groups were 
distinguished allowing identification of the youngest and oldest population in 
t he informal sector); sex; relation to the head of household (it was possible 
to establish participation of head of household, spouse, children and other 
relatives and non-relatives of the head of household in the different sectors 
and to show the participation of the secondary labour force in the informal 
sector), education (various educational levels were established on the basis 
of the number of years of attendance at the primary, secondary and university 
levels, to analyze the relative qualification of labour force in the formal 
and informal sectors). 



-24-

Some of the cross tabulations included four variables: zone, sex, age 
and relation to the head of household. Thus, it was possible to analyse, for 
instance, how the informal sector changed over the last decade in the 
metropolitan areas of the six countries under consideration, with an 
indication of women's participation in secondary labour force in specific age 
groups . This type of information is particularly important in assessing the 
characteristics of this sector and its significance as a target group of 
economic and social policies. 

In the following paragraphs other forms of census use of particular 
interest to the study of women's participation in the informal sector are 
described. 

(b) Relationship between individual variables and 
household variables: Construction of household records 

Most of the research based on census data -including that utilizing 
data bases- has analysed the personal characteristics of the population under 
study without establishing relations between such variables and the variables 
describing household characteristics. Very few attempts have been made to 
link members living in the same household. To some extent, this is due to the 
fact that conceptual frameworks have privileged the analysis of individual 
behaviour in the labour market. However, it has been increasingly recognized 
that the household is the relevant unit of analysis for the study of the 
female labour force and for the design of employment policies. The decision 
of whether or not to participate in the labour market and the possibilities of 
satisfying the needs of its different members depend on the decisions adopted 
in the household as a function of its resources number of persons of working 
age education levels and skills; capital resources and its expectations. 
Decisions, with regard to which members of the family participate in the 
labour market and how and when they do so, have come to be considered as a 
part of the survival strategies, particularly in lower income strata. 

Regarding participation of women in the informal sector, the need to 
establ ish relationships between their individual characteristics and those of 
the other household members is even clearer. Numerous studies have 
demonstrated that from the point of view of labour force, supply women's 
participation in economic activity is strongly conditioned by their obligation 
to performing domestic choresl8/. In addition, studies have emphasized that 

18/ See. CEPAL, Analisis Estadfstico de la Situaci6n de la Mujer 
en Pafses de America Latina a traves de las Encuestas de Hogares, 
LC/R.418 (Sem. 24/2) and Add.l 

: 
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the participation of women in the informal sector is closely linked to the 
characteristics of the insertion of household heads or of the main economic 
provider, which may facilitate participation of spouses and daughters as 
own-account workers or as unpaid family members if the head of the household 
is already in the informa1 sector, or promote the participation of women in 
this sector if the main household provider is unemployed. The latter 
situation characterizes the behavior of the secondary labour force in periods 
of crisis during which there is an increase of unemployment in the formal 
sector. 

Census data bases permit the creation of computational records of 
households which permit the incorporation, for each of the individuals of the 
population, of variables corresponding to household and housing 
characteristics. In this way, it is possible to cross-tabulate both types of 
variables, thereby significantly enriching the analysis. Two examples 
illustrate this point: 

(a) Participation of women in the urban informal sector is closely 
linked to the presence of other household members in that sector; t here is 
evidence that when the head of household carries out activity in the informal 
sector, the women of the household tend to participate in the same sector. In 
this case the household records make it possible to analyze the relationship 
between the economic activities of heads of household and of spouses. A 
possible conclusion is that any design of policies geared towards improving 
the situation of women participating in the informal sector must take into 
account the intrafamiliar situations, and the contribution made by women to 
total household income. 

(b) It has been pointed out that assessment of activity in rural 
areas, through censuses, does not adequately detect the economic participation 
of women in activities related to the production of goods and the process ing 
of primary products for own-consumption. This is reflected in the low-female 
participation rates reported by censuses and in the small number of rural 
women classified as unpaid compensated family members. The construction of a 
household record permits estimating the number of women of working age 
residing in households where the head and other active members are rural 
workers in the traditional agricultural sector. Based on this information 
estimates can be made of women who declare themselves inactive but who 
participate in t he production of goods for own-consumption. 

It should be noted that one of the reasons that this type of analysis 
of census data was not previously made was the difficulty of access to the 
appropriate data bases for computerized processing. Presently, the existence 
of data banks such as CELADE's and the availability of statistical "packages" 
suited for the construction of household records permits making this type of 
ana lysis at relatively low costs. Widely available statistical programmes , 
such as SAS and SPSS, contemplate among their routines, the aggregation of 
those individuals who live in the same household. This permits the users to 
create files suited for their analyses. The experience accumulated by CELADE 
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and by ECLAC's Statistics Division in processing census and household surveys 
i n the region, indicates that when microdata is available, complex tabulations 
may be made which include four or more simultaneous variables, combining the 
individual charac teristics of those interviewed with aggregate household 
variables. Limitations of this type of analysis basically result from the 
size of the samples and the restrictions imposed by a small number of cases 
when making generalizations for the entire population. 

(c) The exploitation of census data corresponding to small geographic areas 

Recently the Latin American Demographic Center (CELADE) initiated a 
project geared towards facilitating the obtention of census tabulations 
involving small previously delimited geographic areas within each country. 
This project is based on a study carried out in 1983 with the support of 
Canada's IDRC which "demonstrated that many national statistics agencies of 
Latin America and the Caribbean confronted great difficulties in supplying 
governmental and private organizations with geographically disaggregated 
population data required for infrastructure planning for the provision of 
social services " .. !2/. To facilitate users' access to disaggregated census 
data, CELADE implemented a micro-computer-based approach for producing small 
area tabulations fr om census microdata, rapidly at low cost and without 
programmer assistance~/. 

The system called (REDATAM), offers a series of advantages and opens 
new possibilities to the exploitation of population censuses. It is envisaged 
to process complete census information for predetermined areas or census zones 
according to users' needs. Given the purpose of the analysis, a selection can 
be made of the geographic units of interest to proceed in obtaining 
tabulations. Besides the reduction in costs and processing time, REDATAM 
poses a double advantage. On the one hand, it permits conducting studies 
centered on complete description, avoiding the limitations of census samples , 
which generally pose serious problems because of the small number of cases for 
the analysis. On the other hand, it permits centering studies on the 
demographic and economic characteristics of the population one is interested 
in without need of processing the complete census. 

The REDATAM system is designed in such a manner as to permit the user 
to define the context of studies based on census cartography and on the 
definition of census areas used in the execution of the census. In this 

19/ See: Arthur Conning, Informaci6n Censal Geografisicamente Desagregada 
para la planificaci6n en los pafses en Desarrollo, in Notas de Poblaci6n, Ano 
XIII, No. 3, CELADE, San Jose, Costa Rica, Dec. 1985, LC/DEM/CR/G.11 , p.9 to 
24. 

20/ Ibid, p.9 
manner, special tabulations of individual household or housing variables can 
be made for a se t of census areas which offer certain common traits which 
define, for instance, a neighborhood within a specific or district of the 
country. To the degree that areas of interest do not normally correspond to 
administrative or political limits, the system allows the users to construct 
the "real zone of interest by disaggregating the census information 

: 
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corresponding to small areas, such as the segments of census enumeration"!J:.../. 

The study on the participation of women in informal sectors may be 
substantially improved with micro-computer access to the data base of the 
REDATAM system. For instance, it is possible to think of in-depth studies of 
households located in rural and urban areas in which the agricultural activity 
is linked to the different types of crops or in which specific types of land 
holdings structures exist. In defining these specific areas, agricultural and 
livestock censuses or surveys can be used, providing data on the 
characteristics of agr icultural premises. In this manner, census data can be 
related to data from other sources of information. The comparative study of 
women's labour force participation as a function of the characteristics of the 
households where they reside, together with the particularities of 
agricultural and livestock activity (for instance, whether salaried labour or 
the presence of temporary workers is predominant or not), can shed some light 
on the ways women participate in agricultural activity. Likewise, it is 
possible to establish relationships between women's participation in the 
production for own-consumption and estimates of the value of agricultural 
production reported in agricultural surveys or censuses. This type of studies 
may serve to improve the evaluation of the quality of census data when these 
are compared with data from other sources. 

In urban or metropolitan areas, access to disaggregated data and the 
definition of ad hoc geographic areas would permit focusing on the use of 
census data corresponding to neighborhoods or city districts in which the 
lower-income population is concentrated and on those where it is more likely 
that women are inserted in the informal sector of the economy. The enormous 
spatial segregation of the population in Latin America metropolis facilitate 
the identification of those city zones where the population resides in poverty 
conditions, the target groups of social policies which the countries of the 
region presently carry out. 

These focused studies can also serve to design experimental surveys 
and the application of special questionnaires geared towards ascertaining 
information on women in the informal sector, avoiding costly sample designs 
which are frequently insufficient to study the characteristics of the 
population which lives in specific geographic areas. 

(d) Utilisation of the "Census Operation" to conduct experimental censuses 

The carrying out of censuses and all the related activities that a 
census operation entails constitute a good opportunity for statistical offices 
to plan and execute experimental censuses and surveys to collect information 
about certain topics in some specific geographic areas or to t est new 
questions or items designed to collect information already contemplated in 

21/ Arthur Conning, op. cit . p. 16 
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census questionnaires in a different manner. Resources invested in the census 
operation, preparation of interviewers the massive campaigns which are 
generally carried out in order to obtain collaboration of the population, as 
well as its compulsory nature, are all conditions which make the census data 
favourable occasion to perform experimental censuses and surveys. 

An example worth mentioning here is the potentiality of censuses, th~ 

Experimental Population and Household Census of Costa Rica conducted in 1983 
in the district of San Juan as a preparatory activi ty of t he 1984 National 
Census. On that occasion it "was decided to study i n more detail those 
activities performed by women considered inactive (according to definitions 
normally used) and who contribute to personal and household income and 
well - being." The purpose was to determine to what extent the typical census 
questionnaire does not ascertain economic activity performed by women who 
declare themselves to be inactive. A special questionnai re was prepared and 
applied to all women twelve years old and over within the District of San Juan 
and who, "had previously declared dedicating themselves to domestic chores, 
students, retired women and other economically active women~.~/. "These 
women were asked if they had performed during that week and during the 
previous 12 months ..• , one or more of a list of 21 agricultural, artisan, 
commercial or services activities which were indicated on the questionnaire, 
the number of hours dedicated to them and whether the job had been performed 
within or outside the household".?]/ . 

The main conclusions of the study are; 

- the consideration of economic activities carried out by women 
classified "inactive" according to the usual measurement 
significantly increases par ticipation rates; the comparison of rates 
according to the usual and modified computations shows an increment 
from 38.2% to 48.3% in urban areas and 22.5% to 45.3% in the rural 
areas of the district of San Juan. 

- most of the activities declared are performed within the household 
or farm when the previous week is considered as the reference period, 
while these are carried out in very similar proportions within and 
outside the household when the reference period is the previous 
year . This can be explained in terms of the participation of women 
in coffee harvesting, an activity which is limited to a specific 
period of the year. 

22/ A detailed description of the results of this Experimental 
Census is found in Rodolfo Pisoni L., El Trabajo de las Mujeres 
Usualmente Consideradas coma Econ6micamente Inactivas, presented 
at the Eighth National Demographic Seminar, San Jose, Costa Rica , 
Sept. 1983. 

23/ Rodolfo Pisoni L., op. cit. p . 1 
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- the average number of hours worked by these women was 18 hours a 
week in urban areas and 12 in rural areas which indicates the 
importance of the contribution that women make to household income. 
If not included in National Accounts this might represent a 
significant percentage under-estimation of the National Product. 

- the activities declared by "inactive " women can all be classifiea 
in the urban informal sector (artisanry and family industry, commerce 
and services) or in the traditional agricultural sector, except for 
participation in the harvesting coffee and other agricultural 
products which they perform as paid workers, in which case they could 
be classified within the modern agricultural sector. 

Rather than going into a more detailed description of the results 
obtained in the Experimental Census of Costa Rica a set of tables which 
summarize the main characteristics of women researched has been included in 
the Annex. The questionnaire used is also attached . 

In general, utilization of census taking is suggested to conduct 
in-depth research of topics such as women's participation in the urban 
informal sector and in the so-called traditional agricultural sector. 
Researching these topics through the application of special questionnaires to 
the population which resides in pre-selected urban and rural areas permits 
making comparisons between responses to questions applied to the entire 
population and those coming from special questionnaires . If the selection of 
geographic areas for these studies is done taking into account such criteria 
as representativity and coverage, results could serve to make generalizations 
at the country level . 

R. Utilization of household surveys: The construction of 
household variables and tabulations for the analysis of the 

women's informal sector 

This section mentions some of the potentialities of household surveys 
to measure women's participation and income in the informal sector. The 
presentation is based on four examples which illustrate the construction of 
new variables using survey information and the elaboration of some tabulations 
for their analysis. 

In all cases access to survey microdata, is assumed as these examples 
consist of variables and tabulations which are not available in publications 
normally provided by statistical offices. 
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(a) Construction of household typologies and the analysis of 
family income levels 

The fol.lowi ng example illustrates a way of approaching the topic of 
women a s household heads and the participation of women in occupations typica~ 
of the fo rmal and info rmal sector in different income strata. It has been 
indicated that the ''lack of detailed data on the characteristics of women and 
of female headed households reduces the efficiency of censuses and of most 
surveys to answer questions conce rning the level of income of households under 
fema le heads and of women who assume such household headship".3.~/. Although 
household surveys do not study household headshi p according to adequate , 
previously established definitions , and the former is only regi stered in the 
"relation to the head of house.hold " variable, it is possible to identify 
households where no male spous e exists and cons equent ly ,;here effective 
headship is exercised by a woman . 

A way of identifying these households is by me,rns of a household 
typology which allows classifying households according to the presence 
(absence) of t he various household members (spouse of head, children, other 
relatives and non-related members of head) as fo llows; 

Table l 
Household Typology 

Spouse Children Other members Types of Household 

no no no (1) "Heads Alone .. 
no no yes (2) "Heads w/othe r members" 
no yes no (3) "Heads w/children" 
no yes yes (l1) "Heads w/children" and 

other members" 
yes no no (5) "Couples/no children" 
yes no yes (6) "Couples w/other members" 
yes yes no (7) "Nuclear households" 
yes yes yes (8) "Extended & compound 

households" 

24/ United Nations, Mejoramiento de los conceptos y metodos para las 
estadfsticas y los indicadores d~ la s ituaci6n de la mujer, Estudios de 
los metodos, Series F., No. 33 , ST/ESA/STAT/SER/F/33, pg . 44-45 
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Obviously, the women headed households are concentrated in the first 
four household types where there is no spouse. Data resulting from the Gran 
Buenos Aires Survey (October 1980) .;howed the following household distribution 
according to this typology. 

Type of household 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
( 4 ) 
( 5) 
( 6) 
(7) 
(8) 

TOTAL 

Table 2 
Distribution of Households 

% of households 
1.0. /4 

8. 1 
4.9 
1. 4 

% of women heads of households 
66 . 2 

16.8 
2.5 

47 . 2 
8.7 

100. 0 

80.8 
47.0 
81. 0 
0.9 
3.5 
0. 8 
1.8 

17.7 

Thousands of households (2.647.4) 

A typology such as this one permits identification of women headed 
households and analyse their internal composition according to its members, 
their activity condition and pdrticipation in t he formal and informal sector. 

It has frequently been stated thc'.lt female headed households are an 
important target group, since differenct:s between households under the 
headship of men and women are being increasingly recognized. This is a 
relevant aspect for social policy design, especially those difference s 
refering to the levels of family income and well-being, and which can be 
analyzed usfng total family income to classify households. This variable can 
be constructed adding primary income , property income and current transfers 
obtained by all household members . Family income can then be dealt with as an 
additional indj_vidual variable referred to all the persons, whether or not 
they are recipients of income. In the present example households were 
classified into five groups, according to the levels of family income to 
compare the types of occupations of wo~en non-heads of households pertaining 
to the poorest 20% and the richest 20% of the households . 

Occupations wer.e classified into formal and informal as they 
correspond to typical activities from each sector. Table 2 shows the 
differences in the percentage of women non-heads of households employed in the 
informal sector (owners of retail businesses, peddlers, artisans in 
manufacturing industries, ta i lors and seamstresses, own-account workers in 
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personal services , cooks, laundresses) according to the income strata of the 
household whe r e they resicL. In the three cities considered (Bogota, Lima, 
Caracas ) no le~s than 75% of the wc~en non- heads of households pertaining to 
the poorest 20% declare having occupalions typ i cal of t he informal sector 
while the proportion whkh performs these occupat l ons±2/ in the richest 20% 
varies between 13.3% and 19.1%. 

On the other hand , this e:rnriple shows that f amily income as an 
indicator of t he soc io-econo~ic status of the household strongly conditi ons 
the access of women to occupations in the formal sector , occupat ions which are 
better paid and the pe•· fornance of which requires relying on certain household 
services which facilitate "Work;.ng outs i de the household. 

(b) Relationships between.women's e:,' plo) n::.:_!;lt variables and family situations 

TI1e following e~ample shows th~ possibil i t y of linking individual 
variables (the type Gt women ' s parti.cipation in the labour market with 
household variables which de~cribe different family situations. The example 
refers to the cons t ruction of va ri.ab.les whi.ch indicate tha~ women ' s status in 
employment i s very frequently conditioned by family situations which make it 
difficult to perform full-tiro~ paid jobs, ou~side the households as salaried 
workers. 

Information on marital 3tatus and the construction of a hous ehold 
typology make H possibl~ to identify mar ried wo.nen with or without 
children26/ and to distinguis h .fa:.1ily situat:.ons which pose different 
degrees of difficulty fo r the p~r for~ance oi both domestic chores and work 
out side the household is veJ.·y trequently condL.ioned by family situations 
which make it di.ffj.cult to ~erforn full -ti-ne p:iid johP, outside the household s 
as salaried workers. 

Information on marital st.ltus and th~ construction of a hous ehold 
typolocy make it possible t o identify marriEd women wi th or without 
children.~2./ and t o dist ingu i.sh family s.ituations which pose different 
degrees of di f ficulty for the per f ormance of both domestic chores and work 
outside the household. 

25/ See c l asslficatton a t the bottolll of Table 2 

26/ Since househol<l surveys do not usually investigate f~rtility (number 
and age of the chi1.dren of each woman), thic V<'t:'iahle can be constructed 
after i dentifying household mt.mbe ::-s and the family relationship with the 
head of the household. 

27/ Since household surveys do not usually invedtigate fertility (numbe r 
and age of the children of e? ch woman), this variable can be constructed 
after identifying housAhold memb~rs and the family relationship with the 
head of the household. 

: 
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Occupations 

Formal sector occupations 2_/ 
Informal sector occupations !:_/ 
Other occupations 5:_/ 

Number of women (thousands ) 

Table 3 
Occupations of women non-heads of households by 

family income groups 

COLOMBIA PERU 
(Bogota, 1982) (Lima-Callao, 1982) 

Poorest Richest Poorest Richest 
20% 20% 20% 20% 

21.8 77 .2 15.l 79.8 
74.9 19.l 83.0 17.5 
3.3 3.7 l. 9 2.7 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

(102.8) (73. 3) (104.7) (77 .9) 

.. •" 

VENEZUELA 
(Caracas, 1982) 

Poorest Richest 
20% 20% 

15.4 86.4 
80.9 13.3 
3.7 0. 3 

100.0 100.0 

(53.9) (63.l) 

Source: United Nations, La mujer en el sector popular urbane. America Latina y el Caribe, ECLAC, LC/G.1326, 
October 1984, p.p. 275,323,341. 

a/ Includes major groups 1, 2, 3 and 4 (except 4-1, 4-5, 4-9) of International Standard Classification of 
Occupations (ISCO), Revised Edition 1968. 

b/ Includes groups 4-1, 4-5 and 4-9; major group 5 and groups 7-7, 7-9 and 8-0 of ISCO. 

cl Includes rest of major group 7/8/9 and major group X of ISCO . 

I 
Vl 
Vl 

I 
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Table 3 shows data on a household survey from Argentina (Gran Buenos 
Aires, 1980). Three extreme family situations are considered: single women 
without children residing in any of the household types defined in the first 
example; married women who live in households without children, and married 
women who live in households with children. In these two latter groups only 
those women living in "nuclear households'' (type 7) were considered. These 
are households with no other adult women who can help with domestic chores 
facilitating the participation of other women in economic activities outside 
the household. 

As can be seen in Table 3 the type of labour participation of women 
varies in the three family situations. As family situations changed to those 
which requiring a greater amount of domestic work -from single to married 
women and from married women with no children to married women with children 
the proportion of those who participate in economic activity decreases sharply 
(from 84.5% among single women to 27 .9% among those married with children), 
and among those who declare being economically active the percentage of 
self-employed increases, while the proportion among single women is one out of 
ten than that for married women with children in the household amounts to four 
out of ten. Self-employment is largely carried out by women who have to cope 
with family situations which make remunerated work outside the household 
difficult. 

The same table shows that problems in measuring participation of 
women in the labour force are precisely concentrated among married women with 
children, a group in which only one out of every four women was counted as 
being act ive in the survey . It is this group that attention should be focused 
on to improve the assessment of woman's participation in the labour force by 
studying the economic activities of those who declare themselves as being 
"inactive" . 

The tabulation which has been used as an example can be supplemented 
for a more adequate analysis of the informal sector, by including information 
about average family income, number and age of the children, access to 
domestic services, etc. 

: 

: 
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Table 4 

STATUS IN EMPLOYMENT OF OCCUPIED WOMEN 25-44 YEARS OLD BY FAMILY SITUATION 
(Argentina, Greater Buenos Aires, 1982) 

FAMILY SITUATION 

Married women 
Status in employment Total Single women Without children With children b/ 

Non-wa8e-earners 27.8 11.0 21. 5 42.9 
-Own-account workers a/ 25.7 10.5 16.2 40.0 
-Unpaid family workers 2.1 0.5 5.3 2.9 

Wage-i:arners 72. 2 89.0 78.5 57.1 
-In public sector 21. 5 21. 5 27.9 20.0 
-In private sector 50 . 7 67.5 50.6 37.1 

TOTAL 100 . 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Participation rate 41. 9 84.5 60.5 27.9 
Number of women 
(thousands) (357.3) (140.9) ( 41. 0) (175.4) 

Source: ECLAC, Analisis estadfstico de la situaci6n de la mujer en paises de America Latina a traves 
de las encuestas de hogares, LC/R/418 (Sero. 24 /2), p. 59. 

a/ Includes employers. 
b/ Refers to one or more children living in the household 

.. .. 
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(c) Relating characteristics of members of the same household 

Highlighted below are the possibilities which household surveys offer 
for the analysis of women's participation in the i nformal sector as based on 
the construction of variables which !'.'elate characteristics of different 
members within the same household. 

The design of economic and social policies geared towards supporting 
activities of those who participate in the informal sector means identifying 
the type of family members who participate in it. Relevant information in the 
case of women is that which refers to the position occupied within the 
household and which could be analyzed in terms of their family relationship 
with regards to the head of the household. 

Table 4 shows that most of the women who work in the informal sector 
(own account workers and unpaid family members, except professionals and 
technicians) are heads of household (22.2%) or spouses of the head (55.4%), 
while the highest proportion of those who work in the formal sector are 
daughters of the household heads (41.2%) . This raises the question as to what 
extent does the work of women in the informal sector takes place in the same 
activities performed by the heads of household. In order to make this type of 
analysis, it is necessary to relate, within each household, the activity of 
the head to that corresponding to other members . Table 4 also took into 
account the status in employment of the heads of household - 80% of which are 
men - and the sector where women work, except women heads of household. The 
data referring to urban areas in Chile show that two out of every three women 
in the informal sector live in households in which the head works on his own 
account, while in the formal sector only one out of every six women fall in 
that situation. Women tend to participate in informal economic activities in 
households where the head works in that sector. 

This type of tabulation may be completed with informat ion on income 
by sex, and through a more exhaustive examination of the occupat ions of women 
in households in which the head or other active members form part of the 
informal sector. 

(d) Estimation of non-registered incomes generated by women 

This section describes a procedure to measure the underestimation of 
income generated by women in typically informal activities generally not 
declared in household surveys. It attempts to demonstrate that measurement of 
the "currently active population" (labour force approach) used in household 
surveys underenumerates a very high proportion of the economic activities 
performed by women , which is translated into a considerable underestimation of 
the income that they generate and of their contri bution to the gross product. 

The data comes from ILO's Methodological Survey (Costa Rica, 
June-Oct. 1983)~/ . It provides informatton on the status of employment and 

28/ See Survey questionnaire i n Annex D 

: 
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Table 5 

OCCUPIED WOMEN 15 YEARS AND OVER BY SECTOR AND RELATION TO 
THE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

(Chile, urban areas, 1984) 

Sector of employment 
Informal a/ Formal 

Helation to tlie liend of household 

Head of household 
Spouse 
Daughter 
Other relatives 
Non-relatives 

TOTAL 

22.2 
55.4 
13.4 

7.8 
1. 2 

100.0 

OCCUPIED WOMEN 15 YEARS AND OVER BY SECTOR AND STATUS IN 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

(Chile, urban areas , 1984) 

Sector of employment 

12.0 
22.8 
41. 2 

9.1 
14 .9 

100.0 

Informal a/ Formal 

Status in employment of head of 
hous ehold 

Employers 3.9 4.2 
Employees 24.8 60.4 
Own-account workers 61. 5 17.2 
Unemployed 9.8 18.2 

TOTAL b/ 100.0 100.0 

Source: Special tabulation of National Employment Survey (October-December, 
1984) Institute Nacional de Estad1stica, Chile. 

a/ Includes own- account and unpaid family workers, except own- account 
~rofessionals and technicians. 

bf Women head of households (22.2%) not included. 
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the number of hours worked per week by currently active women. The survey 
also registered the number of women who declared "marginal" economic 
activities and the average number of weekly hours dedicated to those jobs. 

Table 5 shows that in the four periods during which information was 
collected, a very high proportion of these activities correspond to 
agricultural work and that practically all of them are carried out on an 
own-account basis. Using the relationship between the average number of hout's 
put in by own-account workers and those occupied in marginal activities, the 
number of "equivalent occupj.ed own-account workers" can be calculated. This 
number represents between 52% (information for the September-October 1983 
period) and 88% (June, July 1983) of the total number of occupied women in 
this category of employment. 

The methodologica l survey does not provide data on population income, 
therefore, computation of income underestimation attributable to marginal 
activities should be made by resorting to some type of assumption on the 
relationship between the income averages for both groups of women. The three 
final items on Table 5 indicate the percentages of underestimation taking 
three different hypotheses into account. These percentages vary between 33.7% 
(simple average of the four survey periods) assuming that income from marginal 
activities is equal to half the income generated by own-account women workers 
and 67.4% when assuming that there are no income differences between the two 
groups. The average percentage of underestimation of all measurements totals 
50% of the income obtained by own-account women . These estimates indicate the 
need for surveys to research more throughly the activity of "inactive" women, 
incorporating to the questionnaire items especially geared to ascertain the 
type of tasks performed and t he number of hours put into such activity. 

The same method can be used to make a monetary appraisal of the work 
performed by unpaid family workers when information is available to assign 
values by means of the input method (using the salary of an equivalent worker) 
or according to outputs (using the market price for equivalent goods and 
services obtained). 

In this case, the income contributed by working family members could 
be estimated by making reference to income declared by own- account workers, 
but linking such activities to the income generated by family enterprises 
within the same household. To this end,, research must be conducted on the 
number of weekly hours which unpaid family members work and this information 
registered in the survey even when the number of hours worked is fewer than 
the minimum U.me working limit empl oyed to merit the designation of "active". 

: 
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Table 6 

INCOME EARNED BY OWN- ACCOUNT FEMALES ENGAGED IN "MARGINAL ACTIVITIES" 
AS A PROPORTION OF INCOHE EARNED BY OWN-ACCOUNT OCCUPIED FEMALES 

Costa Rica: J une-October 1983 
(Reference peri od: one week) 

No. of occupied own-account females (1) 
Average hours worked per week (2) c. 
No. of females engaged in " marginal A. 
activities" (in agriculture) 

Average hours worked by females 
engaged in " marginal activities B. 

Percent wholly own-account 

No. of equivalent own-account 
occupied females (3) 

Ratio between average income of 
females in "marginal activities'' and 
average income of own-account females (4) 

Assumed ratio 1:1 Informal/Formal 
Assumed ratio 3:4 Informal/Formal 
Assumed r atio 1:2 Informal/Formal 

Jun-Jul Jul-Aug Aug-Sept Sept-Oct 

58 27 49 48 
28.2 35.1 24.6 28.5 

198 138 143 131 
(ll8) (105) (104) (85) 

7.3 4.9 5.0 5.0 

92.9 99 . 3 100.0 96. 9 

51 19 29 25 

Underestimation of income earned by females in 
"marginal activities" as percentage of totoal 
income earned by O'-m-account females 

87.9 70.4 59 . 2 52.1 
65.9 52 . 8 44 . 4 39.1 
44.0 35.2 29.6 26.1 

(simple average of all percentages = 50% 

Source: Calculations based on figures reported in ILO/DGEC (Costa Rica) Methodological Survey on 
the Measuremen t of Employment, Unemployment, Underemployment and Income 1983-1984. Costa Rica , 
June-October 1983. Basic Tables, Questionnaire C, Tables Cl8 and C31. 

(1) Incl des unpaid family workers. 
(2) Weighted average of own-account and unpaid family workers 
(3) Calculated as: Ax B 

c 
(4) Three di ffe r ent assumptions. 

I 
VI 
ID 
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V. RECOMENDATIONS FOR THE MEASUREMENT 
OF THE WOMEN'S INFORMAL SECTOR THROUGH HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 

A. Typology of women's informal sector: 
suggestions for its measurement 

This section makes some general suggestions on how to improve the 
measurement of the informal sector through information from household surveys. 

These considerations -based on the typology described in Chapter III­
are within the framework of what seems feasible to achieve through surveys 
which form part of continuous programmes of the countries of the region. In 
other words, through surveys whose main objectives are researching the 
situation of the population in a particular moment in terms of levels of 
employment, unemployment and income. 

It is not, however, a matter of suggesting how to research the 
informal sector in a survey especially designed for such purposes. 

Keeping this in mind, the type of suggestions will vary depending on 
whether it is a matter of: 

(a) Including additional questions directed to some sub-sector of 
persons of the potentially active population or of the labour force, without 
introducing greater modifications to the design of the survey and to the 
questionnaires currently used. For example, new questions to research the 
size of the establishments or economic units or to determine whether the 
activity declared is performed within or outside the household. 

(b) Modifying the formulation and sequence of the questions which 
determine the condition of activity of the population, hence changing the 
measurement of the labour force. For instance, conducting research among the 
women who declare being "housewives" whether or not they may have performed 
economic activities, to the end of including them in the occupied population 
or researching activities performed in a wider period of time, that is a month 
or a year, instead of a week. 

(c) Including in some of the rounds of the permanent household survey 
a special module to conduct an in-depth research of the informal sector, alike 
that conducted on other topics such as health and qualifications of labour 
force in some surveys, similar to PNAD in Brazil12/. 

29/ Pesquisa Nacional por Muestra de Domicilio 

: 

: 
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Under the present conditions, the recommendations which would perhaps 
confront fewer problems would be a combination of (a) and (c), which do not 
entail changes in the manner of measuring employment and unemployment, 
averting loss of comparability of data over time, and which do not require 
previous and very thorough studies or experimental surveys requiring 
additional resources. 

(a) Measurement of the visible informal sector. This can be conducted 
without modifying the process of ascertaining the currently active population 
which is used in mostly all household surveys. It is assumed that people who 
form part of this sector are well registered in the sequence of questions on 
the condition of activity during the reference week, so that identification 
can be achieved with questions on the characteristics of the establishments 
where these women work. 

These questions will depend on the definition adopted to research 
this sector and will be made to people who declared having worked in the 
reference period and those who declaring not having worked, stated having had 
some type of employment, or enterprise or business. Consequently, both paid 
and unpaid workers are included. This will allow subsequently distinguishing 
among the paid workers, those who work in the formal sector from those who 
integrate the visible informal sector . 

With household surveys of national coverage it is convenient to 
separate the urban informal sector from the economic activities of the 
traditional agricultural sector whose treatment should be made with specific 
questions within a module especially designed to that end. In such cases, 
questions on the characteristics of establishments require an additional 
"filter'' to select those employed outside agriculture, -ISIC's divisions 1 and 
2- to continue with the identification of the non-agricultural urban and rural 
labour force in each sector. 

This process was used by the Methodological Survey on the measurement 
of Employment, Unemployment and Underemployment sponsored by !LO and conducted 
by the National Statistics and Census Office of Costa Rica in 198330/. This 
survey makes a distinction between the formal and informal sector on the basis 
of the following criteria. 

(i) The condition of whether or not the establishment has compiled 
with the legal registration needed to operate, registers differing 
from the permits issued by local authorities, 

30/ The methodology used and the results obtained in this survey 
are found in Rafael Trigueros M., La encuesta metodol6gica de la 
OIT para la medici6n del empleo, del desempleo y del subempleo en 
Costa Rica, !LO Bulletin on Job Statistics, 1986, l 
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(ii) the levels of organizations of the economic units such as 
registrating workers in the Social Security and billing the goods and 
services provided by them. 

(iii) the size of the economic unit in terms of the number of 
persons occupied, and 

(iv) 
used 

the levels of technology considering the type of energy 
. 31/ 

Those criteria which were translated into five questions within a 
special block.~1/ allow classifying workers into formal and informal sectors 
and within the latter, in the registered informal sector, the non-registered 
one and a combined sub-sector33/. The advantage of the procedure is that it 
does not require a radical change in the design of the questionnaires, except 
for questions pertaining to the additional module which are made to those 
found to be occupied during the reference week. 

Some countries of the region already have experience researching some 
variables which should be included in this special module. Surveys conducted 
by Argentina and Brazil, for example, have researched the size of the 
establishment and registry in social security institutions. 

(b) Measurement of the invisible informal sector. It has already been 
indicated that activities within this sector are chiefly performed by women 
whose "statistical invisibility" stems from the difficulties posed by their 
identification within the economically active population. The appropriate 
form to treat this sector in household surveys consists, therefore, in 
introducing modifications in that part of the questionnaire which researches 
the condition of activity of the potentially active population. 

The procedure consists in asking a set of questions to people who 
declare not having worked in the week of reference and those who not having 
worked declare, furthermore, nor having had a paid job, enterprise or 
business. Within the module questions are made in terms of whether or not the 
person performed one or more activities from an extensive, previously 
established lis~/. The greater or lesser probability of detecting t hese 

31 I Rafael Trigueros M. , op. cit, p. 14. 
32.J See the questionnaire-Yn Annex D. 
33! Annex D includes a diagram with the definition of these sub-sectors. 
'34; See block 40 in the questionnaire of 110/DGEG Methodological survey i n 
Annex D. 

: 
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activities essentially depends on this list which the interviewer reads to the 
people being surveyed, therefore, i t is very important that such list be based 
on the knowledge of which activities are most frequently performed by the 
people, especially the economic activities that women perform in their 
household. This may require previous small surveys to elaborate listings of 
activities or the use of studies which may have conducted research on specific 
sectors of the population where these types of situations are frequently 
found, for instance, studies on women in popular sectors. 

It's necessary to keep in mind that the location of a module of this 
type within the questionnaire determines the population segment which can be 
researched. In the methodological survey of Costa Rica, these activities were 
investigated among the currently inactive as well as among the unemployed. 

On the other hand, researching the number of hours dedicated to the 
tasks which people perform is important. The above mentioned survey i nquired 
as to the total number of hours per week, dedicated to each activity, as well 
as the destination of goods produced: all or a portion for sale or entirely 
for household consumption. 

The module which is geared towards researching the informal sector 
admits the possibility of investigating a broader spectrum of jobs performed 
by women within the households which are less distinguishable from the typical 
domestic tasks: the care of minors for other people who are not household 
members, preparation of food for others, laundering and ironing outside the 
household, etc. In these cases, however, additional information is required 
in order to establish whether the activities in question may or may not be 
classified as economic according to the SNA and it's appraisal in terms of its 
cont ribut ion to gross domestic product may pose additional problems requiring 
another type of information.~.~/ . 

The results of Costa Rica's experimental survey indicated that four 
out of every f i ve people who declared performing "marginal" economic 
activities were women and that most of the tasks performed were centered in 
agricultural activity, in the clothes industry and in the construction 
sector. The average number of weekly hours worked by these women was 7.3 
hoursl..§./. 

(c) The possibilities of identifying peddlers, without fixed premises 
through household surveys depends on the particular conditions that this type 
of activity poses in each country. This sector deserves special attention 
because of its growing importance within urban employment, especially in 
metropolis of some countries (Mexico City, Li.ma, Santiago de Chile, Sao Paulo, 
etc.) and because it represents a labour insertion relatively distinguishable 
from the two preceeding ones. The statistical invisibility of these workers 

35/ See section 2.D in the preceding Chapter 
36/ Data corresponding to the period June-July, 1983. 
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is partly due to variability of the occupations, their instability over time, 
to the fact that they are not generally declared when dealing with illegal 
activities, and in many cases, to difficulties in classifying them. In this 
sense, it represents an intermediate situation between the visible and 
invisible informal sectors. 

Recent household surveys such as the one conducted in 1984 in urban 
areas in Mexico City have included in the questionnaire a set of questions 
designed to identify own- account workers without fixed premises on the 
streets. This is done in a manner similar to that suggested to research 
marginal or "invisible" activities, that is, on the basis of an extensive list 
of specific occupations. The design of the questionnaire would depend on 
whether investigating only these activities within the occupied population or 
also considering necessary to investigate it among the population which was 
not occupied during the reference week, in the same manner as with "marginal" 
activities in the methodological survey of Costa Rica. In the first case, 
pertinent questions may circumscribe to occupied persons, whether paid or 
unpaid and declaring that their ac tivity has no fixed location. 

(d) Domestic service. The specific characteristics of t he domestic 
service in the region make it advisable that they be treated as a separate 
sub-sector within the informal sector. 

The specificity of the domestic service sector stems from: (a) it is 
the main occupation among occupied women, (b) the nature of the labour 
relationship close to servitude, which derives from living in the same 
household where the work is peformed, (c) as opposed to the remaining 
occupations, "modernization" of the activity is accompanied by a reduction of 
salaried persons. That is, going from live-in (salaried) t o daily works (own 
account). 

As regards to assessment of domestic service it is important to 
separate the two types of domestic jobs: "live-in" and "own-account", When 
researching the family relationship, it is important to separate domestic 
workers to distinguish those households which have paid, live-in domestic 
service. 

B. Specific recommendations derived from experience 
with household surveys 

ECLAC's Statistics Division has a Household Census Data Bank 
available which has permitted the development of a considerable number of 
research studies on different topics in various countries throughout the 
region. This bank presently has 69 surveys available which are part of 
continuous programs carried out in ten Latin American countries. Surveys 
cover a period of between ten and fifteen years and include an ample set of 
variablesl2/. 

37/ See Chart A.l of the Annex. 

: 
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A comparative analysis of nine surveys available reveals a series of 
problems and deficiencies in the identification and measurement of women's 
participation in the informal sector. The detailed evaluation of the 
information and the listing of variables researched.l~/ in such surveys 
allows detecting the main problems and making some suggestions to overcome 
them. 

(a) In five of the nine countries considered survey programmes only 
reveal information on urban areas. In these countries it would be advisable 
for the program to cover rural areas at least once a year, taking into account 
the specific conditions in which the agricultural activity develops. The 
manner of researching women's activity in these cases would be through 
questionnaires that: 

(i) include activities carried out i n reference periods exceeding 
that of a week, for instance, the preceeding twelve months; 

(ii) inquire about the activities carried out by women declared 
"inactive", according to the usual definition used by surveys per 
international recommendations. (See previous Section 5). 

(iii) research activities performed by women within the household, 
especially in agricultural sectors where own-consumption activities 
constitutes an important part of the production for the s upport of 
its members. 

(b) Even when all surveys conduct research on the family relationship 
of the members of the household with the household head none of these 
adequately researches the condition of household headship. In some cases, the 
family relationships are not researched neither i s the position occupied by 
all the members within the household. In such cases, it is not possible to 
identify the presence of domestic employees who live in the household or the 
existence of secondary family groups which live as relatives in the same 
home. In low-income sectors this is a frequent situation and the presence of 
these relatives is accompanied by rendering of services whi ch correspond to an 
economic activity. The following suggestions can be made in this regard: 

(i) inquire on the condition of effective headship in the homes 
beginning wi th the identification of the largest income contributor 
to same or by means of another criteria, especially when there are 
members who work in the informal sector, as women in those households 
tend to participate in the same activities carried out by the head. 
(See point 2.C of Chapter IV) 

38/ See Chart A.2 of the Annex 
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(ii) research the family relationship with the household head in the 
most detailed manner possible and do not encompass those who 
habitually reside i n the household in a single category such as 
"other relatives" or "non-related members of the household head. 
This information permits making a household typology and research 
those characteristics where there are women who work in the informal 
sector. Given that surveys do not research fertility, the 
information relative to the family relationship with the household 
head is the only one which allows for approximation to the stage of 
the family life cycle . Therefore, a good record of this variable is 
central. 

(c) Two of the nine surveys analysed did not research the marital 
status of the population. It is recommendable to include the corresponding 
question in the questionnaire and inquire the marital situation of all the 
women who reside in the household. In addition, it would be convenient to 
detect those situations in which the male spouse abandons the household or is 
absent for relatively long periods of time due to, for example, carrying out 
agricultural activities outside the residence zone. In such cases it is the 
women who support the household, participating in typically i nformal 
activities. 

With regards to the variables which investigate the economic 
characteristics of the population various deficiencies can be mentioned which 
pose difficulties in the analysis of the informal sector. 

(iv) None of the surveys provide information with regards to the physical 
location of the job with regards to the household. Both in urban as well as 
rural areas the work of women is frequently carried out within (or near) the 
household. The Methodological Survey of Costa Rica researched this variable 
through the following questionl.~/. 

Indicate whether the job is located in the household itself, 
located outside the household itself, 
without a fixed location . 

The analysis of data of this survey revealed that 38.5% of the 
non-agricultural labour force in the informal sector was located within the 
household and that 48% of those occupied in this sector were women. It is, 
therefore recommendable that surveys include this question and that in those 
cases where the household head states he performs his activity within the 
household it be investigated whether other members collaborate with him. In 
such a manner women who perform economic activities such as unpaid family 
members and who declare themselves inactive, could be identified . 

39/ See questionnaire in Annex D. 
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(v) Three of the nine surveys analysed do not research t he size of the 
establishment or the economic unit. It is known that employment 
characteristics are closely related with the size of the economic units 
(existence of social security for employees, formality of con tractual 
relationships, occuupational stability, technology used, etc. ) . This va riable 
can then serve as proxy for other variables researched. Though it is known 
that the reliability of the data on the size of the establishment decreases as 
the number of those occupied increases, it would be recommendable to include 
it in the questionnaires, with the purpose of depending on a criterion t o 
identify those occupied in small enterprises when other criteria are not 
available to define the informal sector more precisely40/. This would allow 
identifying households which have access to domestic service in which it is 
more probable that women carry out activity outside their households. 

Some surveys pose difficulties f or the analysis of women's 
occupations owing to the high degree of aggregation to the classifications 
used. This makes comparability between such classifications and those of ISCO 
or COTA difficult, as well as comparisons between countries. Very often this 
is due to the fact that when recording the information in magnetic tape s use 
i s made of a classification at the level of large groups and occupations such 
as domestic employment, peddlers or tailors and seamstresses are not 
distinguished. To this respect, it is suggested that information on 
occupations is recorded at a high level of disaggregation while keeping t he 
comparability with i n ternational classifications. 

When the classification of sectors of activity (ISIC) is 
presented in an aggregate manner, it does not suffice to have an idea of the 
characteristics of the establishments where the workers of the informal sector 
are employed. The National Urban Employment Survey of Mexico (1984) 
incorporated a question to the questionnaire, on an experimental basis, whi ch 
permits the individualization of the type of establishment or economic unit 
which provides very useful information to identify the informal sector. The 
question was included after the one used to research the sector of activity 
and presented a list of 21 types of establishments or places where the 
activity can be carried out, classified in accordance with the broad divisions 
of ISIC. 

40/ The Methodological Survey of Costa Rica observed that the employment 
in the non-agricultural informal sector in very small economic units is 
predominant. 55% of those employed in the informal sector work on their 
own, in the absence of other people of the activity, 35% in establishments 
between 2 aud 5 employees and only 10% in establishments where 6 or more 
persons are occupied. 
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AGRICULTURAL, LIVESTOCK AND FISHING SECTOR 

1 
2 

Plots, boats, boards, puddles, ponds, 
Agricultural and livestock establishments, 
ships, fish farms. 

INDUSTRIAL AND CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 

3 
4 

5 

6 

Worker's, employer's or client's domicile 
Workshops and other small scale establishment or 
artisan shops 
Engineers', architects' and other professionals' offices 
related to the industry 
Factories, constructing and freezing, mines and other 
medium and large-scale establishments 

SERVICES AND GOVERNMENT SECTOR 

7 
8 
9 
10 
.11 
12 

13 

14 
15 
16 

I I 
-/ -/ 
-/ -/ 
-I I 
-/ -/ 
-/ -/ 

I I 

I I 
-/ -/ 
-/ -/ 

Installation improvised on the street from door to door 
Worker's, employer's and clients' domicile 
Services rendered on vehicles 
Transportation line or route 
Independent professionals establishments 
Guests houses, eating houses and other establishments of the 
same size and nature 
Automibile or household appliances repair shops, laundromats 
and beauty shops which are not part of a chain 
Vulcanizers, footwear repair shops, locksmiths and similar 
Municipal, state or federal Government offices and dependencies 
Other medium and large-scale service establishments 

COMMERCIAL SECTOR 

17 
18 
19 
20 

Floor stands or street peddlers 
Workers', employers' or clients' domicile 
Trading on vehicles 
Grocery stores, permanent stands on the street, market places 
and othe r sales in similar barrios. 

21 I I Other medium and large- sized s upermarkets and other commercia l 
centers 

It would be recommendable that the surveys include a classification 
such as this one to complement information on the sector of activity as the 
latter does not explicitly contemplate the most frequent types of 
establishments of the informal sector. 

: 
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C. Difficulties in the measurement of income 
i n household surveys 

With regards to measurement of income, household surveys analysed 
offer a great variety. The type of information covered in selected household 
surveys is summarized in Table A.3 of the Annex. The importance assigned to 
the topic can be appreciated in the number of questions relative to income 
contained in the questionnaires. Extremes are represented by the surveys in 

~ which only primary cash income is investigated in the main occupation and 
those obtained in other occupations - Boli via, Costa Ric~l/ and Venezuela -
and those household surveys such as Brazil's PNAD which research all income 

~ flows (in cash and kind) of all recipients (active and passive) and in all 
occupations . This is not a general assessment of the quality of the 
measurement of income in the permanent household surveysi~/ : but simply to 
underline some limitations of the data in order to analyse women's income 
levels their contribution to the fami ly income, especially in the informal 
households . 

In the document "Improving concepts and methods for statistics and 
indicators on women " four special income-measuring areas of interest have been 
pointed out: (a) estimation of individual income of women in absolute terms, 
(b) importance of women's contribution to economy (income) and household 
welfare, (c) measurement of income levels of women heads of households, and 
(d) measurement of production i ncome for own-consumption. Income flows 
normally researched in continuous household surveys pose different problems in 
all these areas . 

If the levels of income in different occupations are to be measured, 
it is necessary to research separately income from work from remaining income 
and to distinguish income obtained in t he main occupation from those of other 
occupations. 

The first requisite is met in the nine household surveys analyzed; 
these cover questions made on primary income obtained in the activity (as 
salaried, on own account workers and employers) and on flows of remaining 
income (from property, transfers and other income). As for the second 
r equisite, three of the nine surveys (Argentina, Colombia and Venezuela) pose 
difficulty as they inqui r e about monetary income obtained in all occupations. 

41/ The Costa Rican Survey (July 1982) questionnaire includes a question 
~payment in kind (housing, meals, others), but does not establish its 
equivalent in cash . 
42/ A general evaluation of this type is found in Oscar Altimir. "Income 
Distribution Statistics in Latin America and their Reliability", paper 
prepared f or the IARIW 18th Conference, Luxembourg, August 1983 . 
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In the latter cases, the problem may be averted resorting to information on 
the number of occupations and limiting the analysis to the entire employed 
population which stated having worked in one occupation during the period of 
referencei~/. In this case there .ls a loss of information equivalent to the 
percentage of the total employed persons who stated having more than one paid 
occupationiY . 

It is, therefore , recommendable that questions on income be made in a 
manner that income obtained from work in the main occupation can be separated 
from those obtained in the secondary occupations(s). 

The second aspect refers to measurement of primary income for profits 
and benefits made by employers and works on their own account. Estimations on 
the understatement of this source of income obtained from the 
compatibilizations with the date of national accounts indicate these fluctuate 
between 40% and 60% !!J...I. This fact renders less reliable estimations of 
income obtained in activities carried out on own account basis and in the 
informal sector, in general. 

One of the reasons given to explain these high margins of 
understatement is the more sporadic and fluctuating nature of income obtained 
by own account workers on their which in the case of women is increased due to 
the higher frequence of turnovers i n the labour force. To this respect, it 
can be indicated that the quality of the data may improve if questions are 
made so as to obtain information on the income which unpaid workers "normally" 
obtain, taking into consideration a period of reference more ample than that 
of the "previous week" . 

Finally, as refers to transfer income (retirements, pensions, widow's 
pensions and other types of transfers) it is worth mentioning that when 
dealing with cash income obtained on a regular basis (retirements, for 

43/ Of the three surveys mentioned, only that of Colombia lacks 
information on the number of occupations. 
iY It is worth mentioning that percentages of employed persons who state 
having more than or.e job are relatlvely small. 
45/ The order of the magnitude of understatements of income from 
salaries are of 10% to 20% of the value calculated on national accounts. 
In the case of pro~erty income, these figures highly exceed and fluctuate 
between 70% and 90% of understatement. See, 0 . Altimir, "Income 
distribution statistics •.• ,.," ~· cit., table 4, p . 46 . 

: 
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instance) understatement margins are quite low and similar to those of 
salaries and wages. Household surveys allow making relatively reliable 
estimations of the levels of monetary income !:..§.../ of the inactive population . 

In synthesis, it can be pointed out that continuous employment 
surveys permit to analyse in a relatively reliable manner, cash income from 
salaries and wages obtained in the occupation. Since this is not the main 
source of primary income in the informal sector, there are serious 
difficulties to measure the contribution of this sector to the product, 
especially as regards own-consumption. 

The high levels of understatement in other sources of primary income 
-profits and benefits earned by the self-employed- seriously limits the 
analysis of the contribution women make to the family income and the 
measurement of income generated by women heads of household. 

General recommendations to improve household information collected 
with household surveys are: (i) to separate primary income (salary and wages) 
from the main occupation, from those earned in secondary occupations; (ii) 
investigate the primary income of the self-employed so as to reduce 
understatements by considering a more extended period of reference; (iii) 
separately research income transfers and in the entire active and inactive 
population having attained a specific age. 

46/ Surveys do not measure other type of transfers in kind as goods and 
services freely delivered (or subsidized) by the Government. Consequently, 
there are no possibilities of obtaining information to evaluate benefits of 
government social programmes which have been increasingly becoming important 
such as food distribution and primary health care programmes, and which may 
represent an important fraction of the household income . 



VI. Al\NEX 

A. Household surveys 

Table A. l 

Household surveys incorporated in the ECLAC data bank 

Number Geographical coverage Year of survey 
Countries of surveys National Urban Metropolitan Earliest Dates 

area available ava ilable 

Argentina 7 1 6 1970 1982 
Bolivia 8 5 3 1978 1985 
Brazil 4 4 1977 1985 
Colombia 14 4 9 1 1971 1985 
Costa Rica 7 6 l 1967 1985 I 

VI 

Chile 6 6 1971 1984 N 
I 

Panama 4 2 2 1970 1985 
Peru 6 1 2 3 1974 1982 
Uruguay 3 2 1 1980 1985 
Venezuela 10 9 1 1971 1985 

Source: ECLAC, Division of Statistics and Quantitative Analysis. 
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Table A.2 

Variables included in questionnaires of selected household surveys 

Variable s ai 

Geograph. coverage (Urban- Rural) 
Relation to the head of household 
Sex, age 
Marital Status 

Education 
School attendance 
Literacy 
Level of education (no. years comp) 
Special training courses 

Migration 
Place of birth 
Time living in present place of resid. 

Fertility 
Number of births 
Number of survivors 

Economic characteristics b/ 
Condition of activity c/ 
Status in employment 
Occupation 
Sector of activity (industry) 
Number of occupations 
Hours worked in main occupations 
Hours worked in all occupations 
Size of econoffiic unit 
Social security 

Income see description in table ---
Source: ECLAC's Data Bank 

Argentina 

no 

1980 

u 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

limit 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

Hol i vi.1 
1962 

l; 
x 
x 
x 

x 
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Table A.3 

Income variables covered in selected household surveys 

Sur veys 

Argentina 
(Buenos Aires, 1980) 
Bolivia 
(La Paz, 1982) 
Brazil (1982) 
Colombia 
(Seven cities, 1982) 
Costa Rica (1982) 
Panama 
(Metrop. area, 1982) 
Peru 
(Lima, 1982) 
Uruguay 
(Urban areas, 1984) 
Venezuela, 1982) 

Source: ECLAC's Data Bank 

Wages & salaries 
in money in kind 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

Gains & profits a/ 
in money in kind 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

ar-In'cludes income declared by employers and o1¥f!-account workers. 

Property income b/ 
in money imputed 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x x 

b/ Includes interest, dividends and rents. Imputed property income refers to rents imputed to home-owners. 
c/ Includes pensions, net transferences from abroad and government payments . 
.. '§./ Includes scholarships, prizes and alimonies. 

Transference- c/ 
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x 

x 

x 

'• 

Other 
incomes d/ 
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x 

x 

x 
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STATUS IN EMPLOYMENT 

Occupations 
Industry 

Agricultu.:e 

Mining 

·Manufacture 

Construction 

Trade 

Transport 

Pers. service 

Other 

Seeking 1st job 

Industry not declared 

Sectors: 

B. Definitions of sectors, percentage distribution o[ l~hour force by sex 
3nd sector of employment in six Latin American countries, 1970 - 1980 

Table B.l 

DEFINITION OF SECTORS ACCORDING TO STATUS I!\ EMPLOYHEKT, OCCUPATION AND 
INDUSTRY OF ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION 

E~!PLOYERS AN""D EMPLOYEES OWN-ACCOUNT AND FAMILY WORKERS STATUS IN E~1PLOYMENT NOT DECLARED 
All 

other 
Occup. 

MA -

I 
FS 

I 

J 
DNK 

MA 
TA 
FS 
I S 

Occ up. 
Prof es. Domestic not 

& tech. servants declared 
MA DE MA 

I i r I 
FS DE FS 

1 
I 

I 

1 I 
I 

-II 

DNK DE DNK 

'Modern' agr iculture 
'Traditional' agriculture 
Formal sector 
Informal sector 

DE = Domestic employment 
DNK = Don't know 

.. 

All Occup. All Occup. 
other Prof es. Domestic not other Profes. Domestic not 
Occup. & tech. servants declared Occup. & tech. servants declared 

TA MA DE TA TA MA DE TA 

LABOUR FORCE IN MINING 

r 1 1 1 r I 1 1 I 
IS FS DE r·s DE FS DE DNK 

j 
i 

l l j j j 
...,. 

SEEKING FIRST JOB 

DNK DNK DE DNK DNK DNK DE DNK 
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Table B.2 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE BY SEX 
AND SECTOR OF EMPLOYtlENT 

ARGENTINA 

1970 1980 1970 
1980 

/. /. 
SEGMENTS Male Female Male Female Females Females 

A. FORNAL 59.1 53.6 60.6 59.3 28 . 6 27. 0 

A.l Manufactui:-ing 8.2 18.6 19 . 1 12.1 20.3 19.4 

A.2 Constt·uction 8 .2 0.5 8 . .5 0.8 2.0 0 . 2 

A.3 Ti:- a de 8.5 0 .6 9.9 10.8 25 . 8 29.8 

A. 4 Transport 5.8 0.5 8.9 0.6 3.3 5.5 

A.5 Personal Serv. 2.7 2.6 2.6 1. 2 2l1. 2 14.9 

A. 6 Other 16.2 27.7 16.6 33.8 36.B 48.5 

B. INFORNAL 11. 6 10.0 16.0 9.7 22.7 18. 6 

D.l Manufacturing 1. 6 4.1 2.0 3.3 117. 0 38.2 

B. 2 Construction 2.0 .0 4.9 .0 0.3 0.4 

B.3 Trade 4. 9 4 . 1 5.2 4. 8 22.l 26.0 

D. 11 Transport 1. 2 .o 1.1 0.1 l. 2 2.0 

B.5 Personal serv. 1. 5 1. 4 2 .1 0.9 24 . 6 13. 9 

D.6 Other 0.5 0. 4 0.7 0.5 20.4 23. 11 

c. DmlESTIC SERVICE 0.2 23.0 0.1 20.5 97.9 913. 3 

D. MODERN AGRICULTURE 11. 7 1. 7 9.5 1. 5 ,, . !l 5.6 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRIC. 6.8 1. 9 6.0 1. 3 !l. 8 7. 6 

F. MINING 0. 6. 0.1 0 . 6 0.1 3.6 7. J 

G. SEEKING ls t. JOB 0.6 1. 2 0. 11 0.6 l10. 8 36.3 

H. NOT STATED 9 .4 8.5 6.8 7 .1 28.S 28 .'1 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 25.4 27.5 

Source: Special Tabulations of Census Samples 

cr:LADE' s DATA DANK 

Reproduced with permission of PREALC 
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Table B.3 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE 
BY SEX AND SECTOR OF EMPLOYJ-IENT 

BRASIL 

1970 

Male Female 

A. FORMAL 36.9 39.5 

A. l Manufacturing 11. 7 10.1 
A. 2 Construction 5.8 0.2 
A.3 Tra de 5.0 5.5 
A.4 Transport 3.2 0.2 
A.5 Persona l Serv. 0 . 2 0.8 
A.6 Other 10.9 22.6 

B. INFORMAL 9.2 11.6 

B.l Manufac turing 1. 8 8.2 
B. 2 Construction 1.4 .0 
B.3 Trade 4.2 l. 9 
n. 11 Transport l. l .o 
n.s Personal serv . 0.2 0.6 
B.6 Other 0.5 0.9 

c. DOMESTIC SERVICE 0.2 26.6 

D. MODERN AGRICULTURE 14. 2 3 . 6 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRIC . 36.5 16.8 

F. MINING 0.6 0.1 

G. SEEKING 1st . JOB 0.6 1. 2 

H. NOT STATED 9 .4 8.5 

TOTAL 100.0 100 . 0 

Source : Special Tabulations of Census Samples 
CELADE ' s DATA BANK 
Reproduced with permission of PREALC 

1980 

Male 

49.6 

15 . 2 
7.1 
6.2 
3.2 
3.1 

14.7 

10 . 9 

1.0 
2.6 
3. 1 
1. 5 
1. 6 
1.1 

0 . 4 

15.2 

20.6 

0.6 

0.4 

6 . 8 

100.0 

Female 

53.4 

13.0 
0.5 
7 .4 
0.6 
2.5 

29.3 

10.3 

0.9 
.o 

2.2 
.0 

6.0 
1.1 

18.9 

4.8 

9.6 

0.1 

0 . 6 

7.1 

100.0 

1970 1980 
% % 

Females Females 

22.0 29.0 

18.6 24.4 
1. 1 1.1 

22 .4 31. 4 
1. 6 6 .6 

52.0 23.4 
35.3 43.0 

24.8 26.4 

54.4 25.1 
0.2 0 . 1 

10.6 21. 5 
0. 1 0 . 2 

39.3 59.1 
32.2 27.8 

97 . 7 95.2 

6 . 3 10.7 

10.8 15.0 

3.6 7.1 

40 . 8 36 . 3 

28.5 28.4 

25 .4 27.5 
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Table B.4 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE 
BY SEX AND SECTOR OF 

CHILE 

1970 

Male Female 

A. FORMAL 47 .5 44.4 

A.l Manufacturing 13 .4 11.0 
A. 2 Construction 6.6 0 . 3 
A.3 Trade 4.8 5.6 
A.4 Transportation 5.2 0.5 
A.5 Personal Serv. 3.1 2.3 
A.6 Other 14.3 24.7 

B . . INFORMAL 11. 0 15 . 9 

B.l Manufacturing 1. 4 6.2 
B. 2 Construction 0.5 .0 
B.3 Trade 4.4 5.8 
13. ti Transport 1. 3 0 .1 
13 . 5 Personal serv . 2.9 2.9 
B.6 Other 0.4 0.9 

c . DOMESTIC SERVICE 0.6 26.9 

D. MODERN AGRICULTURE 17.4 1.6 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRIC. 9.2 1. 2 

F. MINING 2.5 0 .2 

G. SEEKING 1st. JOB 0.7 0.8 

H. NOT STATED 11.0 9.0 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 

.§_ource: Spec Jal Tabulations of Census Samples 
CELADE 's DATA BANK 
Reproduced with permission of PREALC 

EMPLOYMENT 

1982 

Male Female 

52.0 52.1 

13.1 7.9 
7.6 0.4 
7:3 8.9 
4.9 0.8 
3.2 1. 9 

16 .0 32.2 

11. 6 10.2 

1. 3 2.9 
0.7 .0 
4 . 4 5.1 
1. 8 0.1 
2.8 l. 3 
0.5 0.7 

0.2 24.5 

15.0 1. 5 

8.4 0.7 

2.6 0.2 

2.6 4 .1 

7.6 6.6 

100.0 100.0 

1970 1982 
% % 

Females Females 

21. 9 26.7 

19.7 18.0 
1. 5 2. 1 

25.8 30.7 
2. 5 5.4 

18. 1 17.7 
34.1 42.3 

30.4 24.2 

57. 0 45.l 
0.2 0.5 

28.5 29.7 
1. 8 1. 9 

-23. 0 14 .5 
40.5 31. 9 

93.4 97.4 

2.7 3.6 

3.9 3.0 

1. 9 3.0 

24.9 36.8 

19 .6 211. 0 

23.1 26.6 



-. 

-59-

Table B.5 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE 
DY SEX AND SECTOR OF 

ECUADOR 

1974 

Male Female 

A. FORMAL 27.1 34.1 

A. l Manufacturing 6.3 7.8 
A.2 Construction 4. 2 0.5 
A.3 Trade 2.8 4.9 
A. 11 Transportation 2.1 0.4 
A. 5 Personal Serv. 2. 7 2.4 
A.6 Other 8.9 18.l 

B. INFORMAL 12.2 23.7 

B.l Manufacturing 3.3 12.5 
B.2 Construction 0.9 0.1 
B.3 Trade 4.6 8.5 
B.4 Transpor l 1.1 .o 
B.5 Personal serv. 1. 9 2.0 
B.6 Other 0.4 0.7 

c. DOMESTIC SERVICE 0.4 20.1 

D. MODERN AGRICULTURE 20.0 4.0 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRIC. 33.1 9. l 

F. MINING 0.4 0.1 

G. SEEKING 1st. .1013 l. 6 l. 4 

IL NOT STATED 5 . 4 7.4 

TOTAL 100.0 100 . 0 

Source: Special Tabulations of Census Samples 
CELADE's DATA BANK 
Reproduced with permi s sion of PREALC 

EMPLOYMENT 

1982 

Male Female 

33.9 41. 7 

7.0 7.6 
5.5 0.5 
3.1 5. 7 
2.5 0.4 
2. 6 1. 8 

13. 3 25.6 

16.8 17.8 

4.0 6.4 
2.5 0.1 
5.6 8.9 
2.4 .0 
1. 8 1. 2 
0.4 1.1 

0.3 14.5 

16.4 0.4 

22.1 11. 3 

0.3 0.1 

2.2 3.6 

8.0 10.5 

100.0 100.0 

1974 1982 
% i. 

Females f Pmal es 

20.7 24.4 

20.4 22.4 
2.3 2.6 

26.4 32.8 
3.8 4.4 

15.3 15 . 0 
29.6 33.6 

28.7 21. 9 

43.9 29.6 
1. 4 1. 5 

27.5 29.5 
0 . 3 0.4 

17.9 15.6 
27.4 39.2 

91. 9 93 . 7 

4.0 0.7 

5.4 11. 8 

4.3 7. 3 

15 .6 30.5 

22.3 25.7 

17.1 20.8 
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Table B. 6 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE 
BY SEX AND SECTOR OF 

PANAMA 

19 70 

Male Female 

A. FORMAL 34.7 46.l 

A.l Manufacturing 6. t, 5.1 
A.2 Construction 5.9 0.6 
A.3 Trade 6.4 8.9 
A.4 Transport 1. 9 1. 2 
A. 5 Personal Serv. 1. 3 1. 9 
A.6 Other 12.8 28.5 

B. INFORHAL 7.7 11 . 8 

B.l Manufacturing 0.9 4 . 4 
B.2 Construction 1.6 .o 
B.3 Trade 2 . 2 2.5 
B.4 Transport 1. 9 .0 
13. 5 Personal serv . 0.8 3.9 
B.6 Other 0 . 5 0.9 

c. DOMESTIC SERVICE 0.6 24.2 

!) • MODERN AGRICULTU RE 10.8 1. 2 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRI C. 38.4 6.0 

F. MINING 0.1 .o 

G. SEEKING 1st. JOB 2.2 7.4 

H. NOT STATED 5.4 3.2 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 

Source : Special Tabula t ions of Census Samples 
CELADE's DATA BANK 
Reproduced with permission of PREALC 

EMPLOYMENT 

1980 

Male Female 

44.0 61.1 

9 .3 6.2 
5.6 0.8 
6.9 9.8 
1. 2 0.3 
1. 6 2 .1 

19.4 41. 9 

7.8 5.9 

1.0 2.0 
1. 8 .0 
2 . 0 2.0 
2.0 0.1 
0.8 1. 4 
1.1 1.1 

0 .8 16 . 1 

10. 7 1. 9 

27 .5 3.3 

0.2 .o 

2.9 5.8 

6.2 5.8 

100.0 100.0 

1970 1980 
% % 

Females Females 

31. 3 34.6 

21. 4 20.4 
3.3 5.4 

32 .2 35.1 
. 17.7 7.8 
32 . 8 33.3 
43.4 45 . 1 

34.4 22.3 

63.0 44.0 
0.6 0.2 

28.1 28 . 0 
0.1 1.0 

61. 8 38.2 
32.2 27.8 

93.3 88.7 

3.5 6.3 

5.1 4.4 

7.8 5.9 

53.2 43.6 

17.0 26.2 

25 . 6 27.6 
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Table B. 7 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LABOUR FORCE 
BY SEX AND SECTOR OF EMPLOYMENT 

PARAGUAY 

1972 

Male Fema le 

A. FORMAL 26.8 28.2 

A.l Manufacturing 7.8 7. 3 
A.2 Construction 3.2 .0 
A.3 Trade 2.5 4 . 2 
A.4 Transportat i on 2.5 0.3 
A.5 Personal Serv. 1.4 1. 2 
A.6 Ot her 9.3 15.2 

B. INFORMAL 9.5 32.9 

ILl Manufacturing 2.6 20.7 
B.2 Constructi.on 1. 6 . 0 
B.3 Trade 3 .2 9.5 
B. 4 Transport o. 7 0.0 
Jl. 5 Personal serv. l. l 2.4 
B.6 Other 0.2 0.3 

c. DOMESTIC SERVICE 0.2 23 . 0 

D. MODERN AGRICULTURE 12.0 1. 6 

E. TRADITIONAL AGRIC. 47.3 11. 4 

F. MINING 0.2 0.0 

G. SEEKING !st . J OB 1. 2 1. 1 

H. NOT STATED 2 . 8 1. 9 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 

~ource: Specia l Tabulations of Census Samp l es 
CELADE ' s DATA BANK 
Reproduced with permission of PREALC 

1982 

Male 

28.2 

7.1 
5.6 
2.5 
1. 3 
1. 9 
9 . 6 

11.0 

2.7 
2.6 
3.4 
0.7 
l. 2 
0.4 

0. 1 

8.2 

44.5 

0.1 

0 .6 

7.4 

100.0 

Female 

32.9 

5.6 
0.2 
5.2 
0.2 
1. 7 

20.0 

25 .7 

14 .7 
0.1 
8.5 

.o 
1. 9 
0.6 

21. l 

1. 6 

10. 0 

.o 

0.4 

8.3 

100 .0 

1972 1982 
% % 

Females Females 

22.6 23.l 

20.4 16 . 9 
0.3 0.8 

31.3 34. 6 
3.1 2 . 8 

20.2 19.0 
31. 1 34.9 

48.9 37.7 

68. 4 58.8 
0.1 0 . 6 

45 .0 39 . 3 
0.0 0 . 5 

37 . 8 28.7 
29.9 28 .8 

97.4 99.0 

3.6 4.8 

6.2 5.5 

0 .0 0.9 

20.2 15.5 

15.4 22.4 

21. 7 20 .5 
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ANNEX C. 

EXPERIMENTAL CENSUS, COSTA RICA, 1983 

Questionnaire 

Economic activities declared by women classified "inactives" 
according to usual census measurement of labour force. 

Source: Rodolfo Pisani L. El trabajo de las mujeres usualmente consideradas 
coma economicamente inactivas . Trabajo presentado en el Octavo 
Seminario Nacional de Demografia. Direcci6n General de Estadisticas 
y Censos, San Jose, Costa Rica, Septiembre de 1983. 

: 
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3 l Cuida o 1tiende nii\os ajenos percibiend o por ell!) 1lg(1n 
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~ . l Hace usted a11es.anias para vender7 
I SI 0-· 

No Q 

SI Q-

Nomh1e·Apt\ l1d o1: 

OJ 

04 

05 5. l Hil~ usted comidas o bobida:s p;>ra vcnder 1 No() I 
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6. l Vende usted comida o 11lquila hatii\aci6n 1 pa~n.s 
1 

SI 0-· 06 
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(pensionistasl ::tt1NoD 

E1PKi l1qrH: Non ""--1-~---+--+--~......t-......t--f-f---1f-11--l--l--+-+-+--+-~---l---< 
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de anim.:ilM talu coma vacas, c.abros a· c.ebilllos? Non 
--~--r+o--i...t--t--~-+-+-t--+-+-~-~f---+-+-+---+-~--+-~--~1-~ 

11, l Trobaj1 ustcd e n su finca o huerta familiar en uroa:s de l SI O-
preparac1on de tierra, siembra, ebono, rieoo o co.illclu CS. 

l----l!! o<1uctos aqr icolas 1 NoQ 
12. lVcnc1e ho11al1 zas. lee~. huevos o 1l9un o tra producto j ,R-

de lo finca o huefla familiar / 
51 
No 

13. l Otras tare as 7 

[spKi f1q.,. : 

I srO­
r~ 

En alquna epoca del al\o 1.110 us~d a tnibajar funo J~ su ra~ 1 

para haccr una o variss de las siguientos 1ct1vid11d1u 7 
-14 . l Lavar. planchar. cocinar o hace r la l1mpieza en otras 

casas o establcc1m1entos? 

15. l Cu id a o atiende nil\os a jenas nercibiendo po~ : 110 al gun' SI 0-
inomo? ~ 

16. l Realiza venta ambulante de algiin ti po de pr0<1u<.1~--f'~~(}-- '--­
tales coma frutas, comidas, loteria, ro pa,arteSJ1nia u utro? 
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Table C. l 

SAN RAMON: WOMEN CLASSIFIED AS INACTIVE FROM SAN JUAN DISTRICT WHO PERFORMED 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES ACCORDING TO SECTOR OF EMPLOYMENT, BY AREA 

RESIDENCE AND REFERENCE PERIOD HAY 1983. 

San Juan Distri ct San Juan - Urban San Juan - Rural 
Total 

Inactive Women Ref.Week Ref . Year Ref.Week Ref.Year Ref.Week Ref.Year 

Total of inactive women 1476 714 762 

Inactive who didn't work 1033 534 499 

Inactive who worked 370 659 146 269 224 

Inside their home/farm 314 220 112 93 202 

Outside their home 44 308 26 139 18 

In & outside their home 12 132 8 37 4 

Unknown 73 73 34 34 39 

Average worked hours 16 18 14 

Source: Rodolfo Pisoni L. El trabajo de las mujeres usualmente consideradas 

como economicamente inactivas. Trabajo presentado en el Octavo 

Seminario Nac ional de Demografia . Direcci6n General de Estadfsticas 

y Censos, San Jos~ , Costa Rica, Septiembre de 1983. 

390 

126 

169 

95 

39 
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Table C.2 

SAN RAMON: ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY WOMEN CLASSIFIED AS INACTIVE FROM 
SAN JUAN DISTRICT ACCORDING TO AREA, AND REFERENCE PERIOD BY 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY SECTOR MAYO 1983. 

San Juan District 
Total 

Ref.Week Ref.Year 

San Juan - Urban San Juan - Rural 
Area and 
Activity Sector Ref.Week Ref.Year Ref.Week Ref.Year 

Total of activity 

Activities inside the house 

or farm 

Agriculture & Livestock 

Craft & family industry 

Trade 

Services 

Other activities 

Activities outside the house 

Agriculture & Livestock 

Trade 

Services 

Other activities 

100 

87.1 

39.5 

23.9 

10.1 

12.1 

1. 5 

12.8 

0.7 

3.6 

7.6 

0.3 

100 

46.4 

19.7 

14.2 

5.3 

6.2 

1.0 

53.6 

42.7 

2.8 

5.4 

2.7 

100 

79.9 

20.8 

27 .2 

13.0 

17.1 

1. 8 

20.1 

0.5 

6.5 

10.7 

2.3 

100 

41. 5 

10.6 

16.1 

5.9 

8.1 

0.8 

58.5 

5 .3 

8.6 

4.2 

100 

91. 7 

51. l 

21. 7 

8.3 

9.1 

1. 4 

8.3 

0.7 

1.8 

5.8 

Source: Rodolfo Pisoni L. El trabajo de las mujeres usualmente consideradas 

como economicamente inactivas. Trabajo presentado en el Octavo 

Seminario Nacional de Demograffa. Direcci6n General de Estadfsticas 

y Censos, San Josfi, Costa Rica, Septiembre de 1983 . 

100 

49.5 

25.4 

13.0 

4.9 

5.1 

1.1 

50.5 

44 . 2 

1. 2 

3.3 

1.8 
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Table C.3 

SAN RAMON: ECONOMIC ACTIVITY PERFORMED BY WOMEN 
CLASSIFIED AS INACTIVE FROM SAN JUAN DISTRICT, ACCORDING TO AREA, 

REFERENCE PERIOD, SECTOR AND ACTIVITIES nay 1983. 

Activities 
San Juan District 
Ref.Week Ref.Year 

San Juan - Urban 
Ref.Week Ref.Year 

San Juan - Rural 
Ref.Week Ref.Year 

All ac ti vi ties 

Activities in or outside 

t he house or farm 

Agricultural tasks on 

the farm or fami l y plot 

Care and milking of cows 

Livestock raising 

Dressmaking and weaving 

Cigars manufacturing 

Craft manufacturing 

Processing of food & 

drinks to sell 

Care of family business 

Sale of agric. products 

and others from plots 

Laundry for non-household 

members 

Babysitting outside the 

home 

Food selling or room­

letting to boarders 

Other activit i es 

Activities outside the home 

Coffee harvest 

Cultivation of tobacco or 

others 

Care of family business 

Vendors 

Domestic service 

Children ca re 

Community Work 

Other activities 

445 

388 

26 

19 

131 

so 
35 

4 

17 

28 

17 

25 

24 

s 
7 

57 

3 

12 

4 

20 

6 

8 

4 

929 

431 

29 

20 

134 

66 

37 

8 

21 

28 

21 

24 

28 

6 

9 

498 

389 

8 

18 

8 

31 

11 

8 

25 

169 

135 

8 

4 

23 

25 

7 

1 

13 

17 

5 

13 

12 

4 

3 

34 

1 

7 

4 

10 

4 

4 

4 

359 

149 

9 

4 

25 

30 

8 

3 

17 

14 

7 

9 

15 

5 

3 

210 

143 

2 

12 

7 

18 

9 

4 

15 

276 

253 

18 

15 

108 

25 

28 

3 

14 

11 

12 

12 

12 

1 

4 

23 

2 

5 

10 

2 

4 

Sour~ Rodolfo Pisoni L. El trabajo de las mujeres usualmente consideradas 

como economicamente inactivas. Trabajo presentado en el Octavo 

Seminario Nacional de Demograffa. Direcci6n Genera l de Es tadfsticas 

y (ensos, San Jose , Costa Rica, Septiembre de 1983. 

570 

282 

20 

16 

109 

36 

29 

5 

11 

14 

14 

15 

13 

l 

6 

288 

246 

6 

6 

1 

13 

2 

4 

10 
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Table C.4 

SAN RAMON: Modified and usual estimate of female population 
of the District of San Juan according to zone by activities conditions 

and participation rates, ocupation and open unemployment. 
May 1983. 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban 

Total of female Population 2883 1532 1351 2883 1532 

Women in non-active age 745 377 368 745 377 
Women in active age 2138 1155 983 2138 1155 
Inactive women 1476 714 762 1106 568 

Worked 370 146 224 
Did not work 1106 568 538 

Female economically active 662 441 221 1032 587 
Worked 630 419 211 1000 565 
Didn't work 32 22 10 32 22 

Specific gross rate of 
participation % 23.0 28.8 16.4 35.8 38.3 

Global specific rate of 
participation % 31.0 38. 2 22 .5 48.3 50 .8 

Occupation r ate % 29.5 36.3 21. 5 46.8 48.9 
Open unemployment rate % 4.8 5.0 4.5 3.1 3.7 

Source: Rodolfo Pisoni L. El trabajo de las mujeres usualmente consideradas 
como economicamente inactivas. Trabajo presentado en el Octavo 
Seminario Nacional de Demograffa. Direcci6n General de Estadfsticas 
y Censos, San Jose, Costa Rica, Septiembre de 1983. 

Rural 

1351 
. 

368 
983 
538 

445 
435 

10 

32.9 

45.3 
44.2 

2.2 
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ANNEX D 

ILO/DGEC METHODOLOGICAL SURVEY ON THE MEASUREMENT 
OF EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT 

COSTA RICA, 1983 

QUESTIONNAIRE C 

.,( . 



Bloque 10 

lnformac16n aobre loa 365 dfaa precedentea 

10. Actovodad durant• I• mavo• part• de los 365 din precedenltt. 

tbbllu&Jmcntc acu.,a ? 
1 

12 
H1b1Nalm<n· 

(lflblJlndo . bUICM· t.c ln.I C (l'\fl 
do ln bojo o d.o•pono· 
bit p111 trabaJatl 

11 . 11 L• l'nlyor pi1rt• de •st• 11. bl En princ:ipalmenl) 
1 t11mpo uubl 

()!_. 
E11udwH< .......... 

Tnbaj&ndo ......•..... 12 
Amado cua ·- ···· 02 

luK&lldO 1111bo)O d- hnDOnado ......... Q3 .... 15 

0 dtJpol\ibl< """ 15 o. 111t.1ar Rtntista ............. 

Otlo ................... Os 
12. O.oc1ibe I• actividad de I• empre11 o negocio principal 

en donds t11baj1 It periona I I 

13. Oeacribl 11 ct111 de t11btjo ( OC\Jpac16n) que h1a1 I I 
11 person• 

14. lndicar c11-vori• de OOJl)Ki6n: 

T t1bijtdot indtpendit nte: 
01 ht rono ·-········-·········-······· 

l'or CUCll!l ptOpia -··---·--· 01 
Familiar oo n:mau•<rado ···-· Ql 

Emp/oedo a11lwiedo: o. .M&lat11do .,.,, ........ " - ··--

A.ula111do temporal ............ Os 
01ro ··-.. ··-······-.................. 0 

IS. iEstuvo OOlpldo en alguna ac1ivid1d (~ndaria) rtmuner1d1 en 
los 365 dias preoedonttt? 

s191 Nd- 20 

16. Otoc1ib1111c1ividld (secundari1) de 11 tmpresa o I I 
rw~10 tn cl.inde tt•bl11b1 la pusona. 

17. Describl 11 cl111 de tra!Mfo (ocupaci6nl qut h10t la I I 
pusona en uta emprt11 o negocio. 

18. lndicar ca1egorl1 de OOJJ>Kb .. 20 (UAl loHodiaos de 141 

Bloque20 

20. lndoc.11 so la um11n• pnad1 1r1b1j6 

s19 1 
~ 

No 02 

21 . lTrab•16 l1 stmana pai.><Ja rn m~1 de un rn1pleo. cmprt!n o ,....qoc•Cl 
propoo? 

s;Q1 No0 2 

22. iCofotas horas trab1j6 efectiv1ment1 la wman1 paslda (tn uno o 
mis empleos o n~ios propios)? 

Lunu .................. . 

Mutt1 ................. . 

MiCrcolu ···········-· 
Jucvcs ................. .. 
Virtnu .............••.. 

Slbldo ................ .. 
Domuiso _ ........... .. 

Total ···· ··-········ .. ·-

l>oru 

00111 
horu 
l>oru 
horu 
boru 
horu 

-- boru 

Si ti total u dt 30 horas o m's 0-1--..... 70 

Si ti total • •de menos d1t 30 hs. ·92 
23. lCuintas h°'IS tr1baja h1bitu1lmente P°' 11man1? 

(") 1 
W.nos de )0 hs. '"( 30 111. o mis 

24. al lP01 qut raz6n tr1bija ha· 
b1tu1lmente menos de 30 
horas por .. m1na? 

24. bl iP°' qui rn6n tt1b1j6 me· 
nos dt 30 horas la ,.m1n1 
pasada? 

Enfcrm<d•d o accidtnt< ............. - ......................... .. 

Diu ftstivos o vacacion.es ........... .......... - ................ _ 

lluctia o paro ...................................................... _ .. . 

Reducc:ion de I.a ac!lVldad ectoncimiq .............. ... _ •.••• 

M&11icmpo ..................................... - ................... - ... . 

Oblcaciones p<nona.Jes o flmlliuu ....................... _. 

Solo enconuci trab~o 1 tiempo p&l'C!.ll .................... . 

No qlitria 1111~0 • ticmpo ctotnplelo •• - .................. . 

Tr1b1JO • tiempo completo m<nos de 30 horu ....... .. 

°''°' ................................... ---·····-··············"•"""""'" 
70. Oescribi la 1c:tivid1d d1 la empresa o negocio prin· 

cipal ~ tr1b1jab1 la persona. 

71. Ot1Ctiba l1 cltt1 de trabajo (ocup11Ci6nl que hact 
la pettona. 

72. Jndicar c1tegoria de oo.ipaci6n: 

T rabljldor independiente: 

l'atrono ............................................................ . 

Por C\Jrnra propio ............................................. . 

famLlw no rcmu.ne12do ... ............................. .. .. . 

Emple9do 1salari1do: 

Alllanado p<rmanrnt< .•..•..•..•...............•........... 
As.a.lariado l<111por&I ····- ·· ................................. . 

Orro ........................... : ..................................... . 

§i 
• 
$ 

'>< 6 

~7 
l,.)a u9· 
Qo 

I I I 

C 
I I I 

L 



• 

.... 

8/oque30 

30. Aunquo no h1ya trtbajldo la 1eman1 paSAda 
iTtnt'a alglin empleo o tmprtui/ntgocoo propio~ 

Si, t1ni'1 un empleo Hll1riedo ......... .. O' 
02~ Si, 11nl1 una empreu o N'90Cio ........ . 

31. ~Par qut no trabaj6 l.t scmana pu..:!1> 
l:.J>fcrmcdad o accod•ntt ....................................... . 

Dias fcscvos o v1~a.:tOnt'I .......... . ............. .... ... ....... . 

Hu•ls• o puo ....................................................... .. 

Rtducaen d• I• acuml.ad cconomKI ............. _ ... _. 

0...wrranttat.On ttmponl dtl tr•baio ................... .. 

M&J ll•mpo _ ...................................... _ ...... ............ . 

Ob ... 11t10M1 ~roonalo o fomthuo ...................... . 

Ltorncs.a dt ntud.01 ............. u ........................... . . . .. . 

LtetrHu por 11utcrrudad ........................................ .. 

Otro1 ........... _ ...................... - ................................ . 

32. tCu;ntH 1em1n11 hi tnado auscntt del tr1t>a10? 

1tmanai 

33. (Culint11 horn par 11m1n11rat:-1j1 h1bitualmcn111 

M<no• dt JO h'- JO hs. o m>s ()1-35 

34. iP or qu; lrab.tjl h1biru1lmente rneno1 de JO h•. par 1ernan.t > 

1u .. los C"Od1ro1 de l• prcrunu HI 0 
35. Control par1 11 enumerador 

5.1 •n prcsunu JO muco cod110 2 put a 70 

Si tn prqunll )0 marro cOdiro I puc I la SIJUltnlt 

5,· 01 No 0 2 

37. tTiene segurodad de rtgruar 11 tr1b1jo o algun .cuerdo 1obfe 11 lcch• 
de rrgreso> 

I 
Si 0-:- 70 

. f\. 2_ __ 
Nov- 70 

Bloque40 

40. l Realiz6 alguna(s) de las siguientes actividades la semana 
pasatla? 
Prepar1r la ticrra, semt>r1r/pl1ntar, cultiviir lduyerber, 
'19"'· ere.I. o cosechar, en rel1Cion eon ca/11 dt uucar, 
c afli, lrijoln. yuca, otros, frutu. hortalizu ..................... 0 11 

Criar y cuidar 9anado, ~ves. etc., y produeir leeh1, hue-
(l vo1, etc ... ................. . ...................... .. .......................... .. .. i: 

Otras activ idades de agricultura, mineria, tlmbiin cua, 
0 pnca. silvicultur1 ................ ......................................... ... 13 

Trab1j1r en procesos o tratamientos induitriales de pro· 0 35 ductos alimenticios ......................................................... 
F et>ricar c1nasto1, elfombr•s/tsteras, otras artes.anlas ... 0 37 
Hactr hil~dos, tejidos, vtstidos de mujer/hombre ............ 0 38 

Otras 1e1ividadtS ·manufactureras .................................... 0 39 

T r1ba1ar en la construccion. reparacion, m1n1enimi1nto de: 

Cas.a de granj1 ............................................... ; .......... 0 51 
Cua/vivotnda propi1 ...... .......................................... 0 52 

Otras act1vid1dts relativas a la.c:onnrucci6n ........... 0 53 

Ayudar en lugares dt venta/distribuci6n de comidas/ be· 
0 bidas ..................................................................... - ........ 61 

A·,udar en ventH de productos agr icolas y otros est1ble· 
::imiantos dt ventas par manor ....................................... 0 62 

Transporru cargu pall mercadoo/almacenamiento ....... 0 71 

Otras actividades relativ.11 a transport• ........................... 0 72 

Reparar herramientas. up.ttos, lite ............................. _. 0 92 

Reooger le/la, ir poi 1gu1, otros servicios ...... _ ................ 0 93 

41. Control para el enumerador 

Si st anoto por lo 

I 
Si no~ anot6 

menus uou actividad act1vidad 50 
42. Anotar cOdigos(hasta 4 actividades), marcar el circulo a pro-

piado y anotar numero total de horas-luego pase a la 50. 

COdigo Todo o parte T odo para con· Numero dt 
para v1nder sumo del hogar horas 

LJ_j 01 02 
UJ 01 02 
LLJ 01 02 
LJ.J 01 02 



Bloques 50 y 60 

50. l El mes pasado estuvo busc:ando emple/ 
asalariado o tratando de establee%r su pro· 60 
pia empresa o negocio 7 

No 02 

51 . lOut hizo el mes pasado para buscar trabajo o establecer 
su propio negocio o empresa? 

Sf No 

En•bleci6 contacto con oficin.t de empleo ..... 01 O:l 
Gn11ono dore<:camente 1nt1 cmpludores ........ 01 02 
GenionO en lu~rn de trebajo, gr1nju, etc .... 01 02 
GcstionO v1fitndo11d11migos y familiartt ..... 01 02 
Puso •vi101 o r11pondiO a ofcrtas 1p11ecid11 
en fos periOdicoL ...... ............... ...................... 01 02 
Bus,co terreno1, tdificiot, etc., Pl'• cnablecer 
Ju prop10 negocio o emprcu .......................... 
Gestion6 par1 obtener recursos firwncicros 

01 02 
y •st•ble<:tr su propio negoc:10 o empreu .. ..... 
SolociO permiso o licancie ptr1 establecer su 

01 02 
propoo n19ocio o 1mpresa .............................. 01 02 
Otros: 01 02 
N~1 03 60 

52. lPodla haber empezado a trabajar la semana pasada? 

SI 
No, porque 

Atittia •I c:antro de ense/11nr1 ... ~ ......... .......... . 
Tenla obligaciones pe"onales o tamifi1re> .. .... .. 

Tenl1 otru ruones ... ....................................... . §: 
53. £Ha trabajado antes 7 

SI, en el trlnsetJrso def a/lo 1><ecedent11 ........ . 

Si, hxe de uno 1c1nco11\01 ....................... .. 

Sf, ti.c1 mis de c1nco 11101.. ......... ................ . 

g; l 70 

0 3 f 
No. nuna ha trabljado .................... ::··· .. ······ O' - 80 

60. lOesea trabaja r ahora mismo por sueldo/salario o Qanancia/ 
beneficio en la casa o fuera de ella 7 

Si, en I• e1sa ............. 01 =i No ............. 0J-6'b. 
SI, tu••• d• la CIS.t ..... 02 No sabe ...... o,-6' 1. 

61 . lOue tipo de trabajo desea? 

Empleo 1\4l1roado permanent• 1 tocmpo compltto ...... .. 01 
Empleo 1ul11i1do perrrunentt a tiempo pare111.. ........... 02 
Trab1jo independi1nte .................................................... QJ 
0110 ..... 0' 01se1 trabaj1r -- hi. por aemaN 

62. Describa la clue de trabajo (ocupaci6nl I I I 
que desea. 

63. lndicar razones por no haber buscado trabajo ni hecho na· 
da para establecer negocio/empresa propia la semana pasada. 

Sr No 
Enfermedad o .ccid•nte personal ...................... 01 02 
A1isti6 I la I JCUlll, colegio. llC ..................... . . ... 01 01 
Tuvo obhgxione1 personales o f1miliares. ........... 01 02 
E~11 ser 111nt~r1do 1 1u tr1b1 jo ....................... 01 

§: Esper1 respu111t1 de empludores ................ ......... 01 
E~pe11 el ~riodo de gun act1vid1d 19dcol1 ........ 01 
Habia encontr..:lo nuewo trabajo ......................... 01 02 
Cteia que no h1bia tr1b1j1do disp. in 11 rt<Ji6n 01 02 
No ubl1 c6mo proceder a buscar trabajo .......... ~. 01 8~ Otr11 ............................................. ................. ...... ()1 

64.al lPor que no pudo tomar 64.b) (Preguntar solo si marc6 
un trabajo la semana pa· 3 en 60) 
sada? lPor que no d~ea trab. ahoral 

Porque •s•st• 11 12ntro de 1nsell1nu ........................... ....... 01 
P0tque t iene oblig.cion'1 pc110Nlft o f1m1li1rts .... ...... ....... 02 
OtrOJ ... ......................... ........................ ................................ OJ 

65. l Ha trabajado antP.S 7 
Si m1rc6 1,2 6 3 - 70 

(Utilinr IOJ c6digos da 53) D Sino 80 


