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he Umted Natlons Conference on

Environment and Development (UNCED})

‘took place in Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 Jurie
1992. The primary goal of the conference was to
- find an equitable balance between the economic,
8ocial and environmental needs of present and
~future generations and to lay the foundation for
‘a global partnership between deve.loped and
~developing countries: as’ ‘well as between
Governments and sectors of civil society based
*on common understanding of shared needsand
mterests :

In Rio, 172 Governments, mc}udmg 108
heads of State or Government, adopted Agenda
21, a global plan of action to promote sustainable
development; and two legally binding
conventions, one on Climate Change and the
other on biological Diversity, both of which were
opened for signatiire at the Conference. At the
" same time, negotiations got underway - for a
Convention to Combat Desertification, which
was opened for signature in October.1994 and
" entered into force in December 1996. Some brief
descnptmns of the documents follow. '

AGENDA 21
~POLICY FRA]WEWORK FOR WOMEN
ANE F ORESTRY

hapter 11 of Agenda 21 entitled "Combating
J Deforestation” defines the policy framework
for womer and forestry It stipulates:

11.2 More effectwe measures and approaches
are often required at the national level to
improve and harmonize policy formulation,

-planmng and programmmg, ieglslatmn
“imedsures and instruments; development
‘patterns; parhf:ipatlon of: the: general public,

especially women: -and indigenous people;

“involvement of the youth; roles of the private

sector, local organizations; non-govermnentai
organizations and cooperatives... Itis especially
important to ensure a rational and holistic
approach to the sustainable and environ-
mentally sound development of forests. -

114 . .Some of the ma;or ac‘awhes .areas fo!lows

- (b) promoting participation of the pnvate
sector, labour unions, rural cooperatives, local
communities, indigenous peoples; youth,
women, user groups and non-governimental
organizations in forest-related activities,- -and
access to information and trammg ;)rogrammes
within the natlonal context

{d Estabhshmg anci / or strengthemng
institutions for forest’ educatlon and training as
well as forestry’ mdustnes, for. developing an
adequate cadre of tramed and skilled staff at the
professional, techmcal and vocational levels,
with emphasas on youth and women.

11.14 Governments, w1th the part1c1pat10n
of...women..should act to maintain and expand
existing vegetative cover...; ma;or act;vxhes
should include; - ==

{ Launc}ung or n‘nprovmg opportumhes
for participation of all people including youth,
women, ...in the formulation; development and
1mp1ementatson of forest-related programmes
and other activities...,;




11.19

cultivators, through extensio:
inputs and traimng

1128 The success an' effectiveness of the
programme depends on the avaﬁa‘b;hty of
skilled personnel. specialized training is an
important factor in this regard. New emphasis
should be g1ven to the 1ncorporatmn of
women. R

Source Agenda. 21 Programme of A '
Sustainable Deveiopm
York 1992

HNITED NATI ONS
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY (CBD) R

The Unlted Natlons Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) was opened for
signature at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in June 1992

and became legally binding on 29 December -

1993. As of 3 December 1996, 165 countries,

Convenhon _

fit denved from genetlc resouices; ..

LI

Essential means for effectively
implementing the activitiesinclude training and
development of appropriate skills, working
facilities and conditions, public motivation and
awareness. Specific actlwﬁes include:

© : Supportmg Iocal organlzati’dné} S
communities, non«govemmental organizations -
and private land owners, in particular women, .
youth, farmers and indigenous people/ shlftmg G
and Provxsmn of =

including the European Umon had l‘atlflEd the_ :

The purposes of the Convenhon are. to--’
. conserve biological species, genetic resources,
l-habltatS and ecosystems; to enstre the
ainable use of biclogical materials; and to -
ide for the fair'and equitable sharing of -

the _Convenhon are prowsxons. .
' "'x_g -conservatl(m of

CONVENTION PROVISIONS

e most xmportant prov151ons of the

h
TConvenﬁon mciude

The reqmrement that cou:atnes adopt
S 'regulahons to conserve their biological
ToT resources;

The 'Ie'gai responmblhty wof
governments for the environmental
nnpact in other countries of achv;.tzes.j .
within their 3urisd1chon, mcludmg-' '
those of prlvate corporations;

' Fundmg to assist developing countries

in' implementing the convention’s
provisions (fo be administered through -

o Global: Environment Facility (GEF);" '

pendmg ‘the determination of a i
perman mstitutlonal stmcture)

: :.The 'transfer of technolcgy toz_:' |
~ developing countries on preferential

and concessional terms, where such
transfer does not prejudice intellectual -

property rights or patents;

.-'Par'ticipation in biotech research by

countrles prov1dmg genetic: resources;

:Falr access to benefits of genetlc_
.+ research by countries pmwdmg :

L genetzc TES0Urces;

Compensahon to developlng countmes
xtractmn of their genetxc matenals, e

] _._atxons Convention on
onstinictive Response toa
DPI/1859/SD-—-9? 01263

tent of Public



UNITED NATI ONS
FRAMEWORK CONVENTI ON ON
CLI.Z\MTE CHAN GE :

The UN Framework Convention on Clm:xate'.' s i
Change wasﬁnahzedbynegohatorsfromlSO S
countries and was adopted in New Yorkon 9 - - developed countries should have the same
May 1992. It was then opened for signature in =~ -

Rio de Janeiro during the United Nations =~

Confererice on Environment and Devleopment

(UN CED). The Convention enteréd intoforceon:
21 March 1994 and today boasts some 165 Sta‘tes h

Partles

T}\e Convention estabhshed a process for
responding to climate change over the decades
to come. In particular, it set up a system whereby
Governments report'mformatxon on their
national greenhouse gas emissions and climate
change strategies. This information is reviewed
on a regular basis in order to track the

Convention’s progress. In addition, developed
countries agreed to promote the transfer of

funding and technology to help developing
countries respond to climate change. They were

o a’ﬂow each coxintry' fo"at'lopt ‘the policies and
- measures’ best ‘suited to 1ts natlozﬁal
. arcumstances -

C‘ammon vs. dtfferentmted cammztments
There are differing points of view on whether all

- targets and timetable, or: ‘whether it would be

fairer if d1fferent_countr1es had different

‘commitments based on various possible
formulae (e.g. per aplfa ta}:gets) Critics of

velopmg countries
eement’s possible

also committed to taking measures aimed at - =

returning their greenhouse gas emissions to3_-'_..'

1990 levels by the year 2000.

As of December 1996, the Berlin Mandate
talks on future deveioped country comimi-
tments were preparing to enter the fm_a'
negotiating phase. An agreed text must __b_e_' .
circulated to Governments for review by June = =
1997. This text will be the subject of continued
intense negotiations at meetings'to be held in -~

BonninMarch, August and October. Some of the
key issues now bemg debated are these

Bmdmg ttmetables and turgets for
- emissions reductions. A number
~ Governments (including some EUmembers) :
ca]lmg for 10 per cent reductlons in COZ by 200

'_:-_rehablhtahon of land, consérv
yo sustamahle management of lanc

ITED NATIONS CONVENTION m "

. COMBAT DESERTIFICATIONIN . -
' THOSE COUNTRIES EXPERIENCING

~ SERIOUS DROUGHT AND/OR -

- DESERTIFICATION

PARTICULARLYINAFRICA e :

d cn 17 ]une 1994

of o

. ]_ec‘ave of the Conventionis "to

€ t1.o.n and a partners}up ap'
focuses on- improving land p

hf _atmnandmihgate the effects of g




resources. Such action should also prevent the
long-term consequences of desertification,
including mass migration, species loss, climate
change and the need for emergency a551stance to
populahons in crisis. :

" The conventzon establishes a framework for
national, sub regional and regional programmes
to counter the degradation of drylands,
including semi-arid: graééﬂands and deserts. It
calls on developed countries tor .

% Acnvely support the efforts of affected
developing country parties to the
Conventlon, s :

=i«' I’rovxde"substanhalﬁnanc:lalrescurces to
- assist affected developing country parties;

E I’romote the moblhzatmn of adequate
timely and predictable fmanc:lal TEsOUrces. .
from aIi official a_rid private sources, and

* Promote and famhtate access to'.
o appmpnate technoiogy, knowledge and
know~how

Deserigﬁcatwmaffecied countries are
obliged to: '

# Give priority to combating deserhﬁcanon
‘and drought by allocating adequate
resotirces in accordance with capabilities;

% Address the underlying causes of the
problem and pay special attention to
relevant socio-economic factors; .

# Promote awareness and the participation
- of local populations in action to combat
R desertlficahon a.nd drcught and

Printed in the Domimcan Repub

Tel. (212) 963»5684 Fa'_ : (212) : 63-29

The Convention also aims to improve the
efficiency of desertification aid to developing
countries by coordinating donors’ efforts and
‘encouraging affected countries to set up national
action plans to combat desertification with
grass-roots participation, partlcularly with
people who live off the land. Convention
framers believed that local people ‘who are often
poor, know more than anyone else about the
fragile ecosystems in which they live and work
and are thus in the best position to contﬂbute to
the flght agamst deserhﬁcation '

A "bottom-up” approach to action is stressed
by the Convention. A significant component of
this approach is the protection, promotion and
use of relevant traditional and loeal technology,
knowledge, know-how and practices, It has
become evident that desertification cannot be
effectwely addressed unless the people most
‘affected are fully involved and committed.

~ although: the idea of participation has been

accepted for many years, it “has often been
attached to old. "top down Ways of doing
things. : :

Peo'ple could paftic:ipaté,'but key decisions
were made elsewhere, often alienating those
they intended to serve. By incorporating a
"bottom-up" orientation in international law, the
Convention breaks new ground and enhances
the chances for success through partnership. It
specifically underlines the important role
played by women. It also stresses the special role
of non-govemmenta] organizations, particular-

lyin ensurmg unpiementa’ﬂon

| ':'”'-3I’rov1&eanenabhng envxronment thrﬂugh:.:'. S 9
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