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Labor insertion of migrant women 
 
In poor countries, imposed neo-liberal structural reforms have resulted in increased poverty in many 
countries, motivating women to integrate into the labour market, local or internationally. In rich countries, 
they supply the demand in domestic services by households in which women have been integrated into 
the labour market and where the household chores have not been spread evenly. 
 

  Country of 
destination 

% of women who 
live in... Labor insertion of migrant women 

Albania Greece (1) Greece 
41% 

(2) "Other" (52%) : Domestic services as cleaners, hotel maids, 
cares of Greek elderly and children etc. 

Tourism sector (19%) 
Agriculture (15%) 

Industry (9%) 

Colombia Spain (2) Spain 
57.7% 

Domestic work 
Restaurant services 

Stores services 
Personal services 

Administrative work... 
Sexual services  

Dominican 
Rep. Spain (1) Spain 

60% 

(1) Domestic work (40.5%) 
Cleaning (9.9%) 

Waitress (8%) 
Cooker (5.9%) 

Seller (5.7%) 

Guatemala USA (1) USA 
28% 

(1) Service worker and seller (30.2%)  
Unskilled worker (20.5%) 

Office worker (16.8%) 

Lesotho South Africa (1) South Africa 
16% 

(2) Domestic work (44%)  
Informal economy (14%) 

Services in mines 
Harvesting, packing and pruning in agriculture sector  

Morocco Spain (1) Spain 
36.5% 

(1)  
Domestic work Children care 

Cleaning 
Agriculture 

Little business 

Philippines Italy (1) Italy 
63% 95% Service Workers 

Senegal France     
Made by Elisabeth Robert, based on the following sources: 

 
 

Albania  
(1) Center for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), The encouragement of social-economic development 
in relation to the growth of the role of the remittances, Final draft, Research Report commissioned by 
UNDP and Soros Foundation, August 2003 
(2) Baldwin-Edwards, M. (2004) Statistical Data on Immigrants in Greece. An Analytic Study of 
Available Data and Recommendations for Conformity with European Union Standards. Athens: 
Mediterranean Migration Observatory 
Colombia  
(1) INSTRAW, Gender and Remittances: Colombian Migration from the Central Western Metropolitan 
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Area (AMCO), 2008 
(2) Ministerio de Trabajo de España a septiembre de 2005 
Dominican Rep.  
(1) Ministerio de Trabajo de España 2006 
Guatemala  
(1) OIM, UN-INSTRAW, 2006, Cuadernos de Trabajo Sobre Migración, 24, Encuesta Sobre Remesas 
2007 Perspectiva de Género  
Lesotho  
(1) SAMP, Crush Jonatham y col., Migration, Remittances and Development in Southern Africa, 
Migration policy Series N.44, 2006 
(2) SAMP, Dodson Belinda, “Women on The Move: Gender and Cross-Border Migration To South 
Africa”, Migration Policy Series N.9, 1998 
Morocco  
(2) Ministerio de Trabajo de España, marzo 2007 
Philippines  
(1) Instituto Italiano de Estadística (ISTAT), 2006 
 


